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All the Baptized at in England ; exhorting 
them to Stedfaſtneſs in the Truth, according ro the* 
SCRIPTURES. | __ 

TOGETHER 43 
| with ſome farther Conſiderations of ſeven Queries, ſent to the : 
Baptized Believers in Lincolyſhire, concerning the Judge of Controverſies in 


Matters of Religion. tt , bay +45 
- In Three PARTS. 


By THOMAS GRANTHAM. : 


And they ſhall turn away their Ears from the Truth, and ſhall be nd ints 
Fables, 2 Tim. 4..4- 

But I will ſhew.thee that which is noted in the Scripture of Truth, and there is none. 

that holdeth with me in theſe things but Michael your Prince, Dan. 10,21. 7 
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' READER 


Here is nothing, which Men ſi wel Religions, 
do more heartily deſire, than that al Men were 
ſo too; and becauſe they are fully ſatisfied that - 

they are in that 'very Way which moſt truly leads to Life, 
they therefore ſtrive that all may know it and walk in it. 

And truly this is my Caſe, my Hearts Deſire and 
Prayer to God for all Men is, that they may, be ſaved. 
And as I believe it hath feel Cod to fſhew me the Path 
of Life, I cannot but dom mites ſhem. it to others ;; 
for as ſome by their Eabonrs, hive kh helpful tome, [o 
1 hope mine may be belpful to others. _ 

When I call the Primitive Chriſtian Church at Jeruſe- 
lem, the Mother of us All, 1allude to that Place, Gal. 
4-26. Interpreters, (ſo far as I have obſerved) taks 
Jeruſalem there, for the Goſpel Catholick Church 
now .this Church had its Beginning, and this Beginning 
Tas a Jeruſalem; and becauſe in the Progreſs of 


p Chriſtianity i in the World, for near one thouſand Jeven 


bundred Nears, there has abundance of E rrors crept in, 
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To the Reader. | 
and much truth in the antient Simplicity of #t rejefied, 1 | 
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think it highly rational, that (all prejudice being laid a- 
part) Men ſhould ſeek. with the greateſt diligence, for 
their greateſt Security, into the State of Chriſts Goſpel- 
Church, 6s by himſelf eftebliſhed ; for whatſoever - has 
not been planted by aur Heavenly Father, is nigh 6 its | 
| being rooted up. | | 
God Almighty direfF us all, is the hearty Prayer of | 

thy Friend, WH! 


| Thomas Grantham. —& | 
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Hear the Church. 


The Firſt PART. 


—_—__ 


Containing, by. way of Preface, a particular conſideration of 
the State of the firi# Chriftian Church at Jeruſalem, .and 
the —4 noon of of appealing to Her, as The Mother of. 
us All. ee. 


is evident to all. ſuch-as have converſed with the Hiftories of 

the Ages, whichthave been ſince the coming of - our Lord, to- 
make known andveſtabliſh all things in the Kingdom of Grace, in- 

the firſt Church at Feryſalem ; that there hath been great ſtriving. + 
among the Chriſtian Churches for ſome Honour and Prerogative a-- - 
bove rhe, reſt, Sometimes the Church at Alexandria, ſometimes the 
Church at Conſtantineple,. and eſpecially the Church at Rome, preifing 
very hard for Precedence of Honour, and Preheminence of Power ; 
few minding the poor afflicted Church at Feruſalem, the true Mother of 
All true Chriſtian Churches ; when yet the Holy Ghoſt hath left a. 
wigh Commendation upon thoſe who do follow Her, both in the ef 
fectual Reception: of the Goſpel, not as the Word of ſuch or ſuch a man, 


(though preached by Apoſtles) but as it is in truth the Ward of God, 
1 Theſſ. 2. 13, 14 and alfo (not in perſecuting, but} in ſuffering /ike 
things of their Countrey-men, as they did of the Fews. And we delire,. 
and hope that there may be yet, all due conſideration had by all Chri- 
ſtians 1n theſe days, of the Heavenly Frame and Holy Walking of 
that MOTHER-CHURCH. : To 


; Sells, - 
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2 Hear the Church, 


Unto whom was committed, in the firſt place, the Principles of the 


| Oracles of God; unto whom our deareſt Lord was a perſonal Mt- 


giſter, and did aCtually Diſpenſe to, and Communicate with them, in 
the . Divine Myfteries or Ordinances of the Chriſtian Religion ; upon 


whom was poured the moſt excellent Gifts and Graces of the Holy 


Spirit of Promiſe. It. was this Church, from whom. (according to the 
Prophets) the - Law of Chriſt ſhould firſt go forth, 1a. 2. 3. Mich. 4. 
I, 2. Here was the Houſe of the- Lord eſtabliſhed in the top. of * the Monn- 
tains, and exalted above the Hills, that all Nations might flow unto it : an 
Honour not given to other Churches, 1 Cor. 14. 26. What, came the 
Word of God out from you 2 No, this was the Glory of another, For our 
of Lion ſhall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. 
Which by ſpecial Order from Chriſt was fulfilled, when he gave Com- 


. mandment, to his Apoſtles, that Repentance and Remiſſion , of Sins ſhould be 
- preached” in his ' Name, in all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem,” Luk. 24. 


47- And here it was that the Spirit gave utteranceunto the'Apoltles, 


; to preach in all Languages, : that then ſome; of all. Nations (who. were * 


at that very time at Feryſalem) might hear from thence the , joyful 


Sound of the Goſpel, and-conſequently, keep the fame Holy Doctrine 


in all Ages and Nations, as it was there delivered, and, confirmed by di- 

vers Signs and Miracles, and Gifts of the *Holy Ghoſt, Math. 28. 19, 20- 

Heb. 2. 4. At, 2. —_— 8 
Forafmuch then, as all Churches, in all Ages and Nations, are in- 


_ «difpenſibly bound to follow this Church, tx the Obſervation of. all 
"things whatſoever Chriſt commanded. them; 'we hold ous: ſelves | 


concern'd, at this time, -to declare our unfeigned Aﬀent unto the” PFruth 


of the Goſpel, as it was here delivered; and "our humble Reſolution to 
' keep the Ordinances of Chriſt, as they were here praiſed (tot doubt- 
-ing but the fame was received in all Churches at the firſt) being con- 
-fident of this very thing, that a ſafer way cannot be found for the ſe- 


"curity of our Souls, from rhe manifold Errors, which fince the Planta- 


tion of this Church, have been obtruded upon the Conſciences of Men, 


'1n moſt parts ot the Chriſtian Nations. ry 
Tothe intent then that we may avoid Error, and cleave to Truth; 

we ſhall conſider particularly (though very briefly) the Frame of this 

Heavenly Building, in reſpeC&t of her Fondation, her Form of Govern- 


ment, and the Way of her Worſhip, in order to her Perfedtion. 'And 
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We find her Foundation-Principles to confiſt in fix particulars, -cal- 

led, the. beginning of the Word of Chriſt, which Articles are therefore 
called the Foundation, becauſe of the Relation they have to Chriſt, 
who is a Foundation to his Church, as held forth in his own Dodtine, 
and other Foundations than Chriſt ſo held forth, can no man lay. 
' Of ſach importance are thefe Sacred Principles, that we find the 
Ancient Chriſtians uſed to call them the Chriſtian Catechiſm. Chry- 
foftoms, Teſtimony is this; That all theſe are fundamental Articles ; that 
x, that we ought to repent from dead Works, to be baptized into the Faith 
of Chriſt, and be made worthy of the Gift of the Spirit, who is given by im- 
poſition of Hands ; and we are to be taught the Myſteries of the Reſurreion 
and Eternal Fudgment. Thu Catechiſm, faith he, is perfet. And indeed 
ia the whole New 'Teſtament, we meet not with ſuch an excellent 
Epitome of the Chriſtian Doctrine as in -this place, which was written 
to this Mother-Church. 

"Tis true, we have ſome mention of a Form of Do&rizze delivered to 
the believing Romans : And Timothy is commanded to hold faſt the Form 
#f ſound HYords, which he had heard of St. Paul ; Chriſt is ſaid to be 
the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our Profefion, the Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith, we are willed to contend for the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints. Butnone of theſe places do ſhew us, as the 'Text under - 
conſideration, what this Form of Dofrine, this Form of ſound Words, this 
Profeſſion, and this Faith was, in reſpect of the Compoſition, and Foun- 
damentality of them ; nor can there any thing be affigned, that is fo- 
properly the Analogy or Rule of Faith, as theſe Principles of Cate-: 
chiſm. 

Happy had it been, .if all Chriſtian Churches had held faſt this Ca- 
techiſm, though no more had ever been compoſed ; Unity in the Truth 
would have been better maintained by this one, than by ſo many as are 
now extant, And fare this being of Divine Compoſure and Authority,: 
the Princeples of the Oracles of God, the Beginning of the Word of Chriſt, 
muſt needs outweigh all others, being but of Human Compoſition. 
To begin with the firſt Principle of this Church, let as conſider. 


I. Repentance from Dead Works. 


We are firſt to conſider why Repentance is put m the firſt -place, 
even before: Faith; ſure it is becauſe no unrepenting Sinner can have 
the Faith of. Juſtification ; therefore this Principle of the Chriſtian 
Faith 


do Heae the Church. 
Faith muſt. follow Repentance. - There is indeed; a Faith (which we 
may call: the Faith of Mankind) to. believe there 18-2 God, that will 
both puniſh Sinners, and. reward: the Righteous, and this Faith m 
needs precede Repentanee, Heb. 11. 6. 


This Repentance, as it was a Principle of this Mether-Church, com- + 


 prehends threethiogs, a'true Sence of Sin, inthe-exceeding iinfulneſs of 
it; in which reſpect. it 'is ſaid, They arere pricked at the heart, and cried 
out, or ſaid, ' Men and. Brethren, what 'ſoball we: de? Act, 2. 27. which 
is. accompanied - with Godly Sorrow, and with Amendment-of Life, 
without which,. Repentance is. rather ro be  repented-:. of,, than to. be 


eſteemed any part of the Foundation of Chriſtian Religion. ;. Repene. ye 


therefare,, and be. converted, that your: Sins may be. blotred-aits A&t.. 2. 19. 
Without, which Repentance, there-is-no: RemitBon. Lick, 13.5.  Ex+: 
cept je repent, yaiſball all periſh, ſaith; :our Saviour: | How blefied had 
it been, if this Doctrine had been preached, and Men'brought. to the: 
Obedience of it, . before they had.been aamined ita Memberſhip in' the 
Church of Chriſt ? The not kceping| to. this Rule, has.fxfled all Natio« 


nal Churches. with unregenerate, . unconyerted Perſans, to. thei \Scandab 


:of the. Chriſtian Religion. | | | 
2, 'Of Faith towards God im this Mather-Charob - ti 


'The. Excellency. of the Faith, of this Morher-Churchs | int 
theſe things: Thas they gladly received. the Word: of ; the: Goſpeli of: their 
Salyation. 4.2. 40. :'Torthe, ilumination:of their: Souls,. and 'the' ex- 
pelling the darkneſs of Errour and Unbeliet ; by this Faith they: had: 
their Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and their Confidence in God 
had a. great Recompence of Reward, inthe: Love:and: Expodtation of 


which, they, willingly endured-a great Fight: of: AﬀicBtions, hilt they. mere' 


made a Gazing:ſtock, both by Reproacbes, and. ſuffering the! ſpoiling of 'thetr Good+: 
*rith joyfiungfs ; and: were willingly Companions. mith,, 'and charitably: com®: 
Paſfonate towards, thoſe that were. in Bonds for Righteoutnefs/ſake; working 
the Work of:God,: miniſtring- to. the, Saints, . labourmg in Love: all 
which are Arguments of true and lively Faith. Heb. 6. 10, 11. Heb. 

LO. JE3 33s 34> 35-: | : o 

He that reads and conſiders this Excellent Epiſtle, written to this 
Mother-Church, wherein we may be fure; no newiDodtriae is- delivered 
but the ſame corroborated which they: had: received; ſhall: frad that: 


ten 
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the t:ue Knowledge and Bclief of :Chrift was amongft'them; in-reſpect” 
of 
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of his Divinity, Chap. r. in reſpe&t of his Humanity. Chap. 2. in re- 
ſpe&t of Prieſtly Office and Sacrifice, with all other Offices to which 
he was appointed of God, in the reſidue of the Epiſtle, of which we 
cannot now ſpeak particularly. 


2. Of the Doftrine of Baptiſm in this Church. 


The Lord Chriſt had fully taught the Guides of this Morher-Church 
the DoErine of Baptiſm both by Word and Example ; and thereby had 
informed them of a three-fold Baptiſm. . The firſt delivered by Precept, 
himſelf making the People Diſciples,by teaching them to repent and be- 
lieve the Goſpel, and then appointing his Diſciples to dip them in the 
River, in whichreſpe&t it is ſaid that Jeſus made and dipped ( or Bap- 
tized ) more Diſciples than Fohn, Mat. 4. 17. Folm 4. 1. Fohn 9. 22. 
His own. example being an unqueſtionable Rule for the manner of Bap- 
tizing, he being Dipped of Fohn into Jordan, as the Greek hath it, Mark 
I. 9. and then coming up out of the Water. And of this whole Church it is 
ſaid, their hearts were ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and their Bo- 
dies waſhed with pure water. For Baptiſmal W ater is therefore purer, 


_ becauſe it is Sanctified for our Religious uſe, both by the Perſon of 


Chriſt, and by the Word of God. And of this Church, was firſt requi- 
red, that every one of them ſhould repent,and then be Baptized ; and of 
them it is alſo faid, that they that gladly received the Word preached 
by St. Peter, were baptized, As 2.38, 40. | 

They were alſo inſtructed concerning the Baptiſm of the Holy Spirit; 
it being the Promiſe of the Father made to all the called of the Lord, 
and was particularly applied to them, and poured upon them in the 
way of Faith and Obedience. 

'Tobe willing to be Baptized with Afiictions for Chriſt and the Go- 
ſpels-ſake, they were alſo taught by our blefled Saviour in his Diſcourſe 
with ſome of his Diſciples, and by his own Sufferings, Luke 12. 30. 
of which they were alfo partakers, Heb. 10. 32. as alſo allthat will 
live Godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt expect the ſame. And it would be con- 
ſidered by what Rule any man can take upon him to make Baptiſm the 
firſt Principle, ſeeing Chriſt himſelf has made ic the third Principle ? 
and by what Rwe. any man can call Sprinkling Baptizing? Dare they 
ſpeak as they aCt? that is, dare they fay, I ſprinkle thee in the Name of 


- the Father ? &c. Would nor their Conſcience flic in their Face if they 


ihould ſo ſpeak ? and yet behold, they prevaricate in ation, and lye 
>: | in 
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in expreſſion in that which they call their Baptiſm ; God will ſurely 
ſend the proudeſt prevaricators in this caſe a Luo warrants for their pre 
ſumptuqus dealing herein, 


Of the Laying on of Hands in this Church. 


There are two great Bleſſings belong to all true Chriſtians, Remi 
on of fin, and the Gift of the Holy Spirit; the firſt is configned to then 
in Sacred Baptiſm, the ſecond in Prayer, with the laying on of Hands, 
in which way this Mozher-Church received this Blefling, as is evident 
from the ennumeration and order of the Principles of her Catechiſm, 
and alſo from this Teſtimony, that great Grace was up them all, Acts 

. 32. asalſo in that it is exprelly faid, that this Church continued 
ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles DoCtrine, a Principle whereof is Prayer with 
Laying on of Hands; and from this Church this Do&trine and Holy 
Practice was carried by the Apoſtles to Samaria; Ads 14. for it is not 
to be imagined they would there innovate, a practical principle, which 
had not firſt been taught in the Church at Feru/alem. But God bear- 
ing witneſs to this ſervice of Prayer and Laying on of . Hands at Sa- 
maria, with the fame Bleſfing of the Holy Spirit, fore-received at 7e- 
ruſalem, confirms it as-an acceptable and needful Service for all Churches. 
And accordingly it was received in the times next ſucceeding the Apo- 
ſtles days, as many witneſſes teſtifie, amongſt whom * Tertulian thus ; 
Dehinc manus imponitur, 8. After Baptiſm the Hand is impoſed by Bleſſing, 
calling and inviting the Holy Spirit. \Tunc ille Sanitiſſimns, &c. Then thas 
meſt Holy Spirit moſt willingly deſcends dw the Father upon the Bodies which 
are cieanſed © meaning in Baptiſm ] and bleſſed. 


Of the Refurretion of the Dead taught and believed in this Mather-C/urch. 


In this Church it was where the Apoſtle gave witneſs with greaz 
Pewer of the Reſurretion of the Lord Feſus, in Whoſe Reſurrection aſſu- 
rarce, yea very full aſſurance is given to all men, that there ſhall be a 
Re/urretion of the Dead, both of the Fuſt and the Unjuſt, It wes herc 
that eur Saviour ſhewed himſelf alive after he hal been dead, by infalhbl:- 
proofr, beins ſeen of his Diſcipies forty days, converling with them »f the 
thinzs concerning his Church and Kingdom. It was here that many dead By. 
dies of the Saints did ariſe, and come out of their Graves, and went into }e- 
rafiim, and appeared to many, after Chriſt was riſen; which was a-tull proof, 

that 


Q 


Hear the Church. It 
that the ReftirreQtion is of the ſame numerical Bodies which are laid in 
the Graves, diſrobed only of mortaliry and all imperte&tions. And 
this is that Reſurrection of the Dead here called a Principle of Chriſt's 
Do&tine, and of the Foundation of this Mother-Church. 


Of the Eternal Fudgment Believed by this Church. 

[t. was to the Guides of this Church to whom our Saviour firſt made 
known this great priviledge, that they ſhould ſit on Thrones judging the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael, at that time when he ſhould fi: upon the Throne of 
his Glory, Mar. 19.28, who alſo is appointed of God to be the Fudge of 
Dick, and Dead, Abt. 10. 42. which great Article is here recounted 
among the principles of Catechiſm, Heb. 6. 2. and called the erernal 
Fudgment, not only for that it is the laſt Judgment, but becauſe the ef- 
fects of it ſhall be perpetual, the pains to be impoſed in this ſentence 
of -Judgment ſhall be of eternal duration to all wicked men, who have 
contemned the Goſpel of their Salvation, and judged themſelves unworthy 
of Eternal Life, even that Lite which then ſhall be given to Eternity, 
to all ſuch as have held faſt the begming of their Confidence,and the hope of 
this their rejoycing [tedfaſt unto the end, Heb. 2. 14. As therefore the Tares 
are gathered and burnt in the fire ; ſo fhall it be in the end of the World.The Son 
of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather out of his Kingdom 
all things that offend, and them that do Iniquity : And ſhall caſt them into a 
Furnace of Fire ; there ſhall be wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth. Then ſhak 
the Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. Who 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. Matth. 12. 40, 41, 4-2, 43. Lo the 
eternal Judgment taught by Chriſt's own Mouth, let all men be admo- 
niſhed to prepare for. this Judgment, for the coming of the Lord draws 
nigh. 


Of the farther Order and mariner of Worſhip nſed in this Mother- Church. 


This-did eſpecially conſiſt in frequently afſembling themſelves toge- 
ther, to teach and preach Jeſis Chriſt, 4#s 5. 42. or for the mini- 
ſtring of the Word of God and Prayers, A#s 6. 4. In which we find 
no Liturgies, or Forms of Prayer deviitd or impoſed by the Apoſtles, 
but theſe Services were performed by the aid of the Holy Spirit, which 
as they were given for the work of the Miniſtry, fo *tis evident they 


: have a remanency in the true Church till the whole be perfe&ted,Eph.4. 


B 2 and 
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and it is this Bleſſed Spirit which helps the Church ro make: Interceſſion Ac- 


. cording to the will of God, Rom. 8.27. They were all. very frequent 


__- 4 


at the Lord's Fable breaking the Sacred Bread, in remembrance of the 
Lord Chriſt, giving: thanks to God by him, As %. 41, 47+ nor needs 
ed they any Ma-Book Or Common: Prayer-Boek, to direct them mn either : 
Chriſt's own. Inſtiturion of his Holy 'Table, and-the- holy Prayer which 
he had taught his Diſciples, with other Heavenly Rules contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, was abundantly ſafficient, and are fo ſtill, to. every 
Baithful Man of. God [ and Miniſter whom God and his Church hath 
called-to-that:Work | to furniſh him to every good work; 

It-is alſo excceding plain that the -Holy 'Favle of the Lord is here 
called the breaking of-Bread. And therefore, though that Holy Bread 
and Wine be the Body and-Blood of Chriſt, yer they are theſe, i ſuch: 
fort; as they arc alſo the Bread of the Lord, and the Cup of the Lord 
Cor. 11:27. And foraſmuch as the Apoſtle herez and in the nex,. 
verſe, does .expreſly call the ſame things, by theſe different titles, 2h, 
Body and the Blood : the Bread and the Cup : we muſt of necetlity taks 
him to-ſpeak Figuratively in one of theſe, but in the latter,to wit, Bread 
and the Cyp, we have no Figure (fave that the Wine in the Cup is 
taken forthe Cup,which is an uſual form of ſpeaking; and.therefore of 
\ neceſſity theſe Words, Body and Blood, muſt be underſtood to be my- 
ſically, fpiritually, or figuratively in the Bread and -1/ze,. and not the 
Bread and Wine to be myſtically, ſpiritually, or. figuratively, in the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt. , 

It is alſo as certain that the whole Churcit ( this Mother-Church, As 
2. 4; did then receive both the Bread -and Cup of the Lord, as that 
any one of them did partake of both, the whole Service being expreſled 
by a Smecdoche, a part for the whole, which yet will better appear, in 
that this Ordinance ought to be received: by every Recipient, as he is 
a-Member of Chriſt, not as he is a Miniſter: *T'is true, as I am a Mi- 


rifer I diſpenſe this Myſtery, but I receive it as a Member, ſaith St. Paz! ;. - 


For YE being many, are one Bread,and one Body. For WE. are all partakers of 
that one Bread. | 

It was unto this Church, or the Guides of it, unto whom our Bleſled* 
Saviour delivered that Myſtical Doctrine, which offended fo many of his: 
Diſciples, Fob ' 6.5 3. Verily, verily,T ſay unto you, Except ye eat the Fleſh of the- 
Son of Man and. drink his Bloody ye have-no Life in you, Which yet cannot be- 
rightly undezſtood. of .a corporalcating his Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, 
becauſe he expreſly fays, Verity, verily, I ſay unto you, He-that believerh on me; 
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hath everlaſting life, Verſe 4.7. And it is certain there were many that did 
truly believe on him, at that time,among whom S. Perer, and the reſt that 
ſtood by him, when ſo many forſook him. Now theſe things mult all be 
true. 1. That none of Chriſt's Diſciples had Life in them at that time; 
but ſuch as did cat the F:eih, and drink the Blood of Chriſt. 2. That. 
S. Peter and the reſt of the Faithful, had eternal Life in them at that 
time; 3.. 'Fhat. the Lord's Table was not yet inſtituted; And therefore 
from theſe Premiſes it follows that our Saviour ſpeaks not here of his: 
Diſciples now eating and drinking his Fleſh and Blood in the Lord's Ta- 
ble, and therefore cannot with any ſhew of "Truth or Reaſon, be un- 
derſtood of eating his Fleſh, and drinking his Blood carnally, or corpc-- 
rally, but ſpiritually, even by believing in-him. 


Of the ſeveral Orders of Miniſtry. in this Mother-Church. 


This Church was endowed with a taree-fold Order of Miniſtry ;; 

T.. Meſſengers. or Apoſtles, whoſe work. was more efpccially -to gather, . 
conſtitute, ' and. take care for the Church in. general. 2. Elders, whoſe 

work was eſpecially to feed the Flock committed to them in particular: 

2. Deacons, Whoſe work more-eſpecially was-to take care of the Poor, 

and to diſtribute the Alms of the Church to the ends for which they 

were given, and conſequently all Churches ought to maintain this Or-= 

der of Miniſtry, unleſs. they can ſhew that God has repealed this Mi» 
niſtery,_in part or in whole. T's true, ſome things were pertinent to- 

the Apoſtles here, which were temporary and extraordinary, which. 
Churches in after-Apes are not to expect ;,. but it is alſo true thaz fome- 
I things were ordinary, .and. fixed in that Office, for the continual ufe of- 
the Church, and therefore to remain for ever viz. Their care for all. 
Churches, their. travels and labours to plant and ſettle new Churches, ; 

their withſtanding falſe Apoſtles, as themſelves are true Apoſtles. Their. 

authority to appeaſe ſtrife and contention which may ariſe among par-- 

ticular Paſtors and Churches,which things being demonſtrated-in ou C17 - 

flianiſmus Primitivous ( to which we refer ) we ſhall nor here enlarge. 

This part of the Apoſtolical Office, was conferred.” on many in the - 

Apoſtles days,who. were alſo entituled rhe. Angels of the Churches, Rev: yrs 

&c. which in Engliſh, is, Mefſenger of the Churches: Of this Ofder, 

was Fames the Lord?s Brother in this. Church at Feru/alem, and. fuch . 
+ were Timethy, Titus, Syloanus, Andromcus and Funia, with others. A Mix. 
niſtry as needful as any, both for the unity of Churches,- and the ma-- 
nagement of. the moſt. important affairs of :the Goſpel,both-in the Church 


an; 


LIMI 


Hear the Church, 


and in the World, as experience may convince men if nothing elſe 
will do it. And here it were cafie to bring in the full Teſt of the 
beſt Antiquity, but this Letter will not bear it. | | 


Of the Diſcipline or Government of this Mother-Church. 


It was unto the Guides of this Cuhrch to whom our Bleſſed Lord 
firſt gave Rules for the Government of his Church, Mar. 18. whence 
we lezra that in caſes of perſonal 'Treſpaſſes, and fins of Infirmity or 
Weakneſs, all poſſible Love, Patience and Charity, ſhould be exerci- 
ſed by one Chriſtian towards another, and the Offender, upon confeſſion 
of his fault, forgiven, unto ſeventy times ſeven Offences: ſo abundant- 
ly ſhould Charity appear among the Members of Chriſt. But it was 
alſo in this Church where wilfull Iniquity was puniſhed with great ſe- 
verity, as the Hypocriſie and Deceit of Ananias and Saphira; and the 
like ſeverity was ſhewed againſt S:»wz Magus for his Pride and Cove- 
touſneſs, inaſpiring to a Miniſtry for which he was not qualified, and 
to which he was not called by Heaven's Donation and due vocation from 
the Church, without which, wotul experience hath taught the Chri- 
.2n Narions, that it is in vain by Money, or for Mony to make Men 
Miniſters in the Chriſtian Church. 

In this Church was held the firſt and beſt of General Councils, for 
ſetling the Churches in peace, when troubles did ariſe among them- 
{elves, by means of falſe Teachers, &c. And becauſe the Churches in 
all Ages and Nations, may have perpetual nced of ſich helps, it ſhall 
not be ami(s that we conſider the Quality and Authority of ſuch Af 

 ſemblies, leſt otherwiſe we be abuſed by Uſurpation and Tyranny : 

and firſt of the occaſion of the calling this preſent Aſſembly, As 15. 

This Aſſembly was called upon the greateſt occaſion that ever was, 
namely, the Repealing, or rather ſhewing the Repeal, of many Di- 
vine Ordinances, and freeing the Chriſtian Church from their Obliga- 
tion ; becauſe they were either fulfilled, or too burthenſome 'for his 
Church, as indeed St. Peter avers, they were ſo heavie, that neither they 
nor their Fathers were able to bear them; And the endeavours of this 
Council was ſucceſsful to the removal of them, and the ſettlement of 
the Churches in-the Faith; and'to the great encreaſe of their number, 
" Aﬀs 16. From whence we may fafely conclude, that if Myſes's Cerems- 
pics which were from Heayen, were a hindrance to Peace and growth in 
| the 


the Chriſtian Church, much more muſt all Ceremonies deviſed, and im- 
poſed by Human Force and Power only,be an obſtruction to it. Let us 


therefore ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, . - 


and not be entangled in the Yoak of Bondage, whether of Legal, or 
other deviſed Ceremonies. 

As for the quality of the perſons, of whom this Aſſembly did conſiſt, 
"tis plain they were: Meſſengers, Elders and Brethren, and theſe did alt 
freely deliberate upon the matters in queſtion, offering their Reaſons 
pro & contra; and the Dicifion was -made, not by the interpolition 
of Power Apoſtolical, but by the clear evidence of 'Truth and Reaſon, to- 
which they all agreed. 'The Apoſtles afting here as Grave Fathers, gi- 
ving free Audience and faithful Advice, to which when all agreed, the 
concluſion was made 3n all their names, as appears, As 15.22, 22«- 
Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles and Elders, with the whole Church, to ſend choſen 
men of their own Company to Antioch, and wrote Letters by them after this 
manner ; The Apoſites, Elders and Brethren ſend greeting unto the Bre- 
thren which are of the Gentiles, &c. From the ſweet concord here, we 
fappoſe all Churches ſhould do well to conſtitute their general Confiſto-- 
ries of ſuch, ſeeing ſuch helps ſhe may have ſtill, in things ordinary 
to each Office, if'ſhe render not her ſelf unworthy of them. _ * 

Now for the quality and authority of the Decrees, made by this, 
or ſucceeding Aſſemblies, the ' caſe is clear of it ſelf; "Theſe were 
ſuch things as ſeemed good ro the Holy Ghoſt, not that the Ho.'y Ghoſt 
now revealed them, but brought to remembrance what the Scriptures ha&* 
ſaid concerning them, and partly by what before that time had-been.. 
ſhewed unto St. Peter by a certain Vifion of God's accepting the Gen-" 
tiles, though not cleanſed according to Legal Purification. And there- 
fore. till the Holy Ghoſt reverſe thoſe Decrees, they are to oblige all 
Churches to keep them inviolable. And in this point (as indced in all 
the reſt) the Baptized Churches in this Age do ſtand a witnefs againſt 
the diſorder and diſobedience of molt of the Chriſtian Nations in the 
World ; who make no Conſcience of abſtaining from Blood, &c. though 


they know the true Churches. did Religioully obſerve theſe Necrees for 


ſeveral hundreds of years after. Terrwllian tells us, The cuſtom of Chriſti 
ans is to abſtain from all Blood, and things Strang/ed, ſo that it is mot lawſit! 
fer them,when they feed at their Tables to meddle with th: B'ozd of aviy Be-/t. 
It is further fafcty concluded from hence, thay ail decrees of Gene- 
ralCourcils are fo tar vbliging only, as the things decrecd are provea. to 
be truc, and not becaute they are decrecd in. Council only 3 for here- 
St. Peter 


; m | | 
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St. Peter proves; that Churches are free from the obligation of Legal 
| Ceremonies, becauſe they wear a Burthen too heavy to be bom. 2t. Becauſe 
God had accepted them already without them. And Fames | the Angel of 
this Church] proves or confirms the ſame by the Scriptures, -and theſe 
Arguments, and Probations, fatished the Aflembly. And it's -certain, 
the things prohibited by theſe decrees, were always forbidden, even to 
Noah and -his perpetual Generations, Gen. 9. 12, &c. Nor doesthis Aſſem- 
bly excommunicate or anathematize all that ſhall doubt of the Neceſſi - 
- ty of their Determination, -but very ſweetly teils the Brethren they 
ſhall do well to comply: with their advice ; for they knew that every 
Church had Power to puniſh offenders,and to them they ſeem to leave 
that Care, .and nat to take the Power of .aay Church out of their 
Hands, as the manner of ſomes. 

.Of the Caſe of Infants, or whether they were admitted to Bapti/m 

in the Mother-Church ? 

In all that is faid of the Plantation and growth of this famous 
«Church, or in that excellent Epiſtle, which was a long time after written 
to them, there is not one Word to be found of any one Infant being 
poem on to.Baptiſm ; and therefore we hold to the Negative of this 
Queſtion ; and it is obſervable, that though here Infant-Circumciſt- 
.0n was abſolutely excluded, yet is there no Argument urged for it from 
their Baptiſm, which had been very conſiderable, had thefe been any 
ſuch ufage in this, or the Gentile Churches. And becauſe it is grarted 
now by many, and theſe the moſt Learned too,(among whom tfe Pa- 
piſts)-rhat there is no Scripture for Infant-Baptiſm, &c. But that it ſtands 
upon the Authoritz of Eccleſiaſtical "Tradition ; all that we ſhall fay 

to that Plea in this place is, to deſire any Man 
eee ne | ſhew who delivered this thing to the Churches, 
Ws & 4 riſtians that Ne 2d by what Authority, whether divine or hu- 
Light of Piery ſhined Man ? For ſeeing Tradition {ignifies a thing deli- 
in their Minds when wered, it is fit the Perſon or Perſons delivering 
they heard Peter, but facha thing, ſhould be known to be Perſons 
they were not ſatisfied 1. y,f11ly impowered to deliver fuch a Tradition, 


with once hearing, nei- Y wn 
ther GErofen o 0 the before wecan with fafety receive it, * 


Unwritten Doctrine that was d-livered; but earneſtly beſought St. Mark, (whoſe 
Goſpel is now in ure) that he would leave in Writing unto them the Dodtrine 
which they had received by Preaching, &c. Euſeb. Hitt, 1. 2, Chap. 15. We ſee 
that the Church of Rome zfteemed the Goſpel in Writing, above the delivery of it in 
Preaching, though they beardit from Peter bimſelf. Sure they are not the ſame now as 
then fer Tradition(from whom it's bard 10 ſay) is more now 10 them than the Scripure, 
And the Scripture noting to them,but as- delivered and interpreted by-Trad:tion, 

, Of 
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But how then ſhall Infants be faved if Baptiſm belong not to them ? 
I anſiver, -out of the mouth of. St. Peter, Verſe 11. By the grace of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt they ſhall be ſaved. And ſure a man michr as well ask 
how can Infants be faved without Faith and Repentance, ſeeing it is 
faid, he that believeth not, ſhall be damned :- and except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
periſh, &c. And what anſwer could any wiſe man make, fave this? the 
grace of ſufficeth them, having Chriſt's expreſs word for it, that 
to them belongs the Kingdom of Heaven; and this he ſpake to unbap- 
tized Infants too, which is. therefore ſo ſatisfaftory that we need no 
other evidence. If any man fay the words which St. Perer ſpake in Coun- 
cil, Afs 15.11, are not: meant of Infants,and therefore not pertinent 
to my purpoſe. I ſhall only defire him to conſider, that thoſe words 
were ſpoken in oppolitien to this poſition, That without Circumciſion, after 
the manner of Moſes, the Gentiles conld not be ſaved: Now we know, it was 
after the manner of Moſes to Circumciſe Infants, and therefore doubt= 
lc theſe falſe Teachers did queſtion the falvation of Infants dying with- 
_ out Circumciſion. Therefore theſe words of St. Peter, which teaches 
that by the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt both Few and Gentile ſhall be ſa- 
ved, have their clear extent to Intants as well as to any other perſons 
whatſoever : I ſhall here only refer the Reader to what we have farther 
written, in a Treatiſe upon this Subje&, entiruled, The Controverſie a- 
bout Infant-Church-Member-ſhip and Baptiſm epitomized. 


Of the Reverence due to Saints, Angels, and to the Bleſſed Virgin in particu- 
lar, according to the uſage of ths Mother-Church. 


— 


Ir was in this Church where the Holy Virgin, Mother of our Lord, 


had her Converſation and Society,being with that ſele&t Company, con- | 


fiſting of an hundred and twenty names, A#s 1. 15. among whom 
this moſt bleſſed Woman is expreſly named, and by whoſe Preſence 
this Mother-Church was honoured above all others. And here is the laſt 
mention that is made of her in the holy Scriptures. And this honou- 
rable mention of her by name, and as the Mother of our Lord, ( which 
doubtleſs calls for great Reverence in the hearts of all God's People)is all 
the honour that the Word of God does here confer upon her. This 
Church makes no Prayers to her, nor to Chriſt in her name, nor taughes 
the ſucceeding Churches to.do fo ; yet ſurely ſhe was the greateſt Saint 
that ever was; and if we have no ground from any direction, nor Preſt- 
dent in the Scripture to perform ſuch Devotion to Her, we cannot with 

on C , . any 
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any ſhew of Reaſon, or pretence of Truth, do it 'to any other Crea- 
true, Saint or Angel, whatſoever. 

And it is remarkable, that though rhis Church had occaſion to make 
expreſs mention of David in their Prayers, As 4- 25. yet do they not 
uſe his Interceſfion at all : But this Honour they give to Jeſus Chriſt, 
that through his Name ſuch things might be done, as might confirm the 
Truth againſt all Oppoſers. Nor does the Holy Ghoſt give any notice 
of the Worſhipping of Angels, Saints, nor the Hob Virgen in particular, 
in that Sacred Epiſtle, which was ſent to this Church atter the death of 
Bleſſed Mary, *the Mother of Feſus ; 1o that this Mother-Church ſeems alto- 
gether unacquainted with ſuch Devotions : And much more may we 
aſſure our ſelves, they paid no ſuch Devotion to the Images of theſe, 
or of any of them. If any affirm the contrary, we anſwer thetn in 
the words of Ferom, ' Non Credimus quia non Legimus. And with Apolli- 
narius, we dare add nothing to the perfeft words of the New Teſtament, 
whereto nothing may be added ; and wherefrom nothing may be taken away , 
by him that will lead a life agreeable to the Giſpel, Eufeb. Hilt. 1. 5. c. 1 4. 

Thus Brethren. I have for your fakes ( as well as others) taken a 
freſh view of the State of this moſt Primitive Church, . to : whoſe holy 
pattern, through the Grace of God, you have diligently laboured to 
conform-your ſouls, her Principles'are yours, her Government in good 
meaſure 1s yours, if in any thing any of them be otherwiſe minded, 
my hearts deſire is, that God would ſpeedily reveal even the ſame unto 
you, and. then it is to be hoped that all. well diſpoſed, will ia time ſee 
themſelves concerned to adhere to. the truth of your Principles, in the 
very Order wherein you maintain them... 
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Hear the Church: 
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All the Baptized FRG: 772 * gland 3 Exciting there to 
Stedfaſtneſs in their Holy Profejſon, under their various 
Tryals, and great AfiiFions. 


The Second P A R- TE 


BRETHREN, 


Tryals and AMictions, for your Faithfulneſs to the Chriſtian 

Religion (in reſpect of the Reſtoration of it to its ancient Pu- 

riry) both in the Form and Power of it, wherein you haye 
Jaboured hitherto,, and have, not: faintcd,, but, by the Grace of God, 
have attained to ſome degree in that bebalf, above what bath, as yer, 
been attained by the generality of your Country-men, for which you 
owe the greateſt Thankfulneſs to Almighty God. And having (as I 
verily. believe) laid a right Foundation for a true; Church-State, , you 
are indiſpenfibly obliged to go on unto perfection, as the firſt Churches, 
which were built upon. the ſame Foundation, were expraſly required, 
and Fxkarted, Heb. 6. 1, 2y 3+ + t- © 


| A S it hath pleaſed God to exerciſe you many years with yarious 
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$0 Hear the Church; 

" In, which Holy Profeſſion, being by the Grace of God, one with 
You, and. alſo- called- to- the Miniſtry and Oee -of a Meſſenger of 
your Churches [which I mention, becauſe it is the moſt deſpiſed Office 
amongſt all Chriſtians, as it ſeems to have been in the Apoſtles days.” 
1 Cor. 4..9..} d hold* it my Duty, at this time, to endeavour to 
&rengthen you (in what kmay) in your Holy Profeſſion-; as alfo to call 
upon fuch as have been ſhaken in-mind by the violence of thoſe Temp- 
rations which have befallen them in common wirh their Brethren. 

For as it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God, 
{aS thoſe undoubtedly ſhall, who draw back from the Truth they have 
once: embraced unto Perdition) fo I am very confident, thar for any to 
fall from the Truth, as it is profeſſed by the Baptized Churches, i5 the 
moeftdangerous of-all other, they being indeed the neareſt to the Truth, 
3 the Priſtine Order and Simplicity of it, of all forts of Perſons, who 
'bwn the Honorable Appellation of Chriſtian. For, 

What.ſort of Chriſtians can with any Confidence look upon, or bring 

A .*_ _ themſelvescloſe tothe Rules of St. Pauls Catechifin, 

 * The Principles of * Feb. 6. 1, 2. (as the Antients-ufed to call it) » + 
on Docrineof Chrift, except the Baptized Churches? To fay' nothing JI 
pentance, Faith,Du- ; iD ; ES IX a -: 
Arineof Baptiſms,Lay- Of others, can they of the preſent Roman Catho- #1 
ing oa of Hands, Re- - lick-Church,. in- any wiſe ſquare themſelves, or | 
ſurrettionof the Dead, _ juſtifie their preſent Church-State by the Rule 
_— -q - Of thoſe Sacred Principles, in the ſimplicity of 
5n the Powerand Or). them? No, theſe Principles of Chrifs Doctrine, 
der of theſe. Princi- Will in no wiſe. be:coneordant with: the Cate- 
ples, becomes a-Four= chifm of the preſent Roman Church, ſeeing a Do- 


dation- ta -his Church | : 1 i 
in, which \retbef}-the Ctor of their owa hath told us, that if the Scri 


E©.e Principles are - here Pfures mult be our Rule, &c. ehey myſt all croſs 
called the Foundation the Cudgels ro the Anabaptiſts ; which is a plain 
alſÞ... giving up the Victory tothe Baptized Churches, 

' aunleſs a better Form of Dodtrine can be-aſfign- 


ed' than this is, whichr will never be. Yea, ſo prefling i this place 
from the true Inftirution off the Antient Chriſtian Religion, that the- 
Rhiemiſts ſeemto be under no ſmall difficulty how to- expreſs themſelves 
about it : For thus they ſpeak upon the Text, Heb: 6; 1, 2: We'ſee here- 
by (fay they) what the ' firſt grounds of Chriftian Inſtitution, or Catechiſm, 4'S; 
were” in the+ Primitive Church, and that there was ever ' a neceſſary Inſtruftion 
. and. Belief of certain Points, had by Word of mouth and Tradition, before men- n 
cams tothe Scriptures, Which could not treat of things ſo particularly as was \$ '7 
3 ; requiſite: 


Tf 
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requiſite for the teaching of all neceſſary Grounds, Among theſe Points were 
the twelve Articles contained in the Apoſtles Creed ; The. Dottrine of 
Penance before Baptiſm, the Manner and Neceſſity of Baptiſm ; the Sacra+ 
* ment of Impoſition of Hands afrer Baptiſm, called Confirmation , the Articles 
of the Reſurreftion, Fudgmznt, and ſuch like :* without which things firſt laid, 
' of one ſhould be ſent ro pick his Faith ont of the Scriptures, there would bs 
mad Rule quickly. | | 

I. Irs highly obſervable- from- hence; that -the firſt Grounds an1 
Principles of our Churches (which indeed are no other than what men 
read, Heb. 6.1, 2.) are openly acknowledged, by our moſt Potent Op- 
pr to be the ſame which were in the- Primitive Church, received 

or the firſt Grounds and - Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, or Chriſtian Inſtitution 

and Catechiſm.. "That in the Primitime Church, theſe Grounds were 

held in the very Order now obſerved by the Baptized Churches ; par- 

ticularly, Repentance before Baptiſm, and Impoſition of Hands after Bap- + 
tiſm. Sure this is a full Teſtimony, that the Inſtitution of rhe Bap- 

tized Churches (now wrongfully called Anabaptiſts) and. theirs only, is 

truly Apoſtolical. Whilſt all the Pedabapeiſts in the World. (among; 
whom, the Papiſts) have quite ſubverted. this Order, giving their ſup- 

poſed Baptiſm before-Repentance, and that unto Perſons that are not 

capable of Repentance: RT, | 
. 2.. They tell us there was-a+ neceſſary Tuſtruttion and Belief of certain” 
Points had by Word of Mouth and Tradition, before men came to the Scri- 
Frere: Admit this to be ſo, in reſpedt of ſuch parts of the Holy Scri- 
ptures as were-then unwritten, when- the. Apoſtles firſt. preached the- 
Goſpel ; yet it is certainly falſe, in reſpe&t of ſuch Books of Scripture 

as were-then in being ; for it's evident that. our. Bleſſed Saviour. pro- 

pounded the Text of Scripture, Luke 4. 17, 18,.19- and thenee preach- 

cd to the People, and commanded his Hearers to ſearch the Scri- 

tures, Fohn 5. 29. He did not. ſend his Heaters to Tradztion,..as the 

Papifts do. 

Fhe great Apoſtle of the Jews, St. Peter, even then when he was. - 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, A#s 2. 17. preached from, and notably 
confirms his Do&rine by. the Scriptures, 48. 2. not by Tradition.. 
And Philip, As 8, 25. began-at. the ſame Scripture which the Exch» 
read, and preached to him Jeſus, without making any uſe. of- Tradition... 
Apollo being mighty in the Scripture. (not .in- Tradition) convinced the: 
Fews, ſhewing (not by Tradition) but by the Seriptures, that" Feſus ts: the: 
Chriſt. So did the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, St, Pax!, Afts-2.8.-2.;.. 


Dear the Church; 2+ 


42 Hear the Church, 
Perſwading men concerning Feſus, out of the Law and the Prophets (not out 
of Tradition) from Morning to Evening ; and the beſt fort of St. Paul's 
Hearers, ſearched the Scriptures daily,(not Tradition) to ſee whether the things 
ſpoken by him were ſo. | : | 

2. Nor can the Papiſts tell -us what one Point of Neceſſary Inſtruftion 
or Belief was delivered by Word of Mouth, which is not now contain- 
ed in the Holy Scripture ; if otherwiſe, let them aſſign ſome neceſſary 
Point of Faith or Inſtrution, ſuch, as without which, we cannot know 
and ſerve God truly and fully, and be ſaved eternally, which is not 
contained in the Holy Scriptures. © But as this will hardly be attempted ; 
ſo let me exhort you, Brethren, to beware of all manner of Principles 
and Dodtrins, which have any tendency to' weaken or invalidate the 
Authority and Sufficiency of the Scriptures, which the Apoſtle avers 
to be of that ſufficiency (even before all the Books of Sacred Scriptures 
were extant) as to furniſh the Man of God throughly to every good Work. 
And then. certainly, he who is in all Points of Faith and Inſtruction, a 
good Chriſtian, according to the Do&trine contained in the Holy Scri- 
ptures, will be/out of the reach'of any juſt reprehenfion, though he 
know nothing of the unwritten Tradition, 10 much pretended and ad- 
mired by the Papiſts, or others. . | 

Being thus ſecured in your Principles, from the. very conceſſion of 
your Enemies, and by the Authority of the beft and moſt Sacred An- 
 tiquity, even the Holy Scriptures, you have no cauſe to. fear the moſt 
imporrant | difficulties, wherewith poſſibly we- may be- tried in theſe. 
days. And that we may the berter ſee how the caſe ſtands between 
the Baptiſts and the Papiſts, with reſpe&t to the two great Ordinances 
of Chriſt, to wit, Holy Bapriſm, and the Holy Table of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; we. will here take a View of the one, and.of the other, 
in a diftinct Cohumn by it elf, the -better-to diſcern their Diſparity. 


The Manner of Baptiſm: 


among the Dapti- 


zed Believers, coms 
monly called Ana- 


baptiſts. 


Baptiſt. 


E 4 HE Meflenger or 

Elder being attired 

in comely Raiment, not 

much different from the 

reſt of his Brethren, firſt, 

Mark.16. Preaches the Goſpel to every 

 I5. Creature that 1s capable 

and willing to hear, and 

Rom. 10. when by hearing they have 

I 7. received ' Faith, the Mini» 

ſter explains the Doctrine 

of Repentance from dead 

Works, and of Faith tv- 

wards God, for the fur- 

ther Illumination of the 

' Diſciples underſtanding, in 

Joh. 17. the knowledge of the only 

Y. ' true God, and our Lord Fe- 

| ſus Chriſt, that they may 
obtain Eternal Life. 

The Miniſter does o- 

As 2, open the Doctrine of Re- 

38. © pentance in three parts ef- 

. . pecially, 5.e. ag it conſiſts 

in 4 due ſenſe or knows 

ledge of the {infulneſs of 


{in 


. . Hear the Church. 


The Manner of Baptiſm 4- 
mong the Papiſts, commons 
ly called Roman Catholicks 3 


taken out of the Roman 
Ritual,by a Learned Hand 
tranſlated into Engliſh. 


Papiſt. 


Fter many preparatory Pre- 
ſcriptions, the Prieſt being 
drefled in a Purple Robe, calls the 
Infant to be Baptized by his Name, 
and faith, Yoat askeft thou of the 


Church of God? the God-fathers 


anſwer, Faith. 'The Prieſt faith 
again, Whar ſhalt thou get 'by 
Faith ? The God-father replies, 
Eternal Life, "Then adds the 
Prieſt, If therefore thou wilt enter 
into Life, heep the Commandments : 


Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 


all thy Heart, and\ thy Neighbour as 
thy Self. 

Next, the Prieſt blows three 
gentle Pufts upon the Infants Face, 


and faith, Go out of him- thou unclean 


Spirit, and give place to the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Comforter. "Then with 
his Thumb he makes the Sign of 
the Croſs on the Infants. Forehead 
and Breaſt, fayin g, Receive the Sign 
of the Croſs, bath in thy Forehead and - 
in thy Heart. "Take the Faith of the 

Eeavenly Precept, and be thy Manners - 
| ſuch- 
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Baptiſt. 


ſi: In -true Sorrow for 
{m committed, eſpecially 
avainſt _ God. 

forla- 


Tit.2. The neceſſity -o 


12. king the Converſation of 
ſin, and to walk righteouſly, 
ſoberly, and godly in this pre» 
ſent Life. 

The Doctrine of Faith 


is explained concerning 


| A4ae. 2.8. the Object, in reſpe& of 


19, 20. the God-head , the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the 

Holy Ghoſt, into whoſe 

Name the Party is to be 
baptized, and eſpecially 

1 Cor. 2,, concerning Chriſt *crucifi- 
2. ed, buried, and riſen a- 
again.; and therewith 1s 

| ſhewed, that in Baptiſm 
Rom. 6. we are to die unto Sin, to 
4- be buried with him in 
Baptiſm, to riſe to a Ho- 

ly Life, and fo to put on 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 

Jeh.3.3, Baptiſm, as to be born 
; of Water and of the 
Eph.5.2.6.Spirit through the Word. 
The Miniſter does 0- 

pen to the Party to be 
Baptized, the whole Do- 

ctrine of Baptiſms; Firſt, 

That of Water, which is 

the Baptiſm of Repen- 

Mat. 2.8. tance for the Remiſfion 
28. of (ins, ia reſpett of the 


Power 
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32 the Power of the Holy port I 


Papiſt, 


fuch.as thou mayſt now become the Tem- | 


ple of God. ; 

Then follows a Prayer, zhat 
God would always prote this his 
Ele one (calling htm by his Name) 
that is ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs. 

Then laying his Hand upon the 
Child's Head, he comes to the Be- 
nedictionof Salt, of which this 1s 
the Form. 

I exorciſe or conjure thee, O thou. 
Creatnre of Salt, m the Name of 
God the Father Almighty >, in the 


Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt de and 


conjure thee by the living God my, By 
the true God Fe, By the Holy God of 


By the God be, which created thee for 
the ſafeguard of Mankind, and hath 


ordained that thou ſhouldſt be conſe- 


crated by þis Servants to the People, 
entering into the Faith, that in the 
Name of the Holy Trinity , thou 
Shouldſt be made *a wholeſome Sacra- 
ment for the driving away the Ene- 
my. Moreover, we pray thee, O Lord 
our God, that in ſanflifying, thou 
wouldſt ſanifie ” this Creature of 
Salt, and in bleſſing, thou would(t 
Bleſs id » that it may be to all that 
receive it, a perfett Medicine, remain- 
ing in their Bowels, in the Name of 
the ſame Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
about to come to judge the Duich and 
the Dead, and the World by Fire. Amen. 

Then 


air tw” 


MY Au... 


Mat.2.8. 


I 8. 
AS. YL. 
28, 
AR. NN. 
I6. 


.Rom.1 2. 


I2. 
Heb. 10. 
y y 


Baptiſt. 


Power by which it is com- 
manded, the extent of it, to 
every repenting Simner ., the 
end of it to be a Pledge of 
the waſhing away of fin, 
and to give us admiſſion 
into the Church of Chriſt, 
to draw near to God in 
Prayer, with full aflu- 
rance, having the Heart 
ſprinkled from -an evil 
Conſcience, by Faith in 
the Blood of Chriſt, and 
our Badies waſhed with 
pure Water, even the 


Water of the Baptiſmal * 


Covenant,called the waſh- 
ing of Regeneration. 

2. That of the - Holy 
Spirit, the Pramiſe of the 
Spirit being made 0 al 
that our Lord doth call,and 
therewith doth explain 
the fourth Principle of 


. Chriſt's Doctrine, Laying 
. on of Hands, with Pray- 


ers, as the Means ap- 
pointed of God to obtain 
that Bleſſing, even the 
Promiſe of the Spirit 
through Faith in the 
Word of Promiſe. 

3- The Baptiſin of Af- 


fiction is alſo opened, . 


that, the | Sufferings of 
Chriſt (called by hi 


A 


Hear the Church. 


Papift. 


Then the Prieſt putting a little 
of the Holy Salt into the Child's 
Mouth, faith, Take thou the Salt of 
Wiſdom, be it thy Propitiation unto 
Eternal Life. Amen. 

Now follows another Exorciling 

of the Devil, wherein he is con- 
jured as before, then the Prieſt 
fgns the Infant again with his 
Thumb on the Forehead, ſaying, 
And this Sign of the Holy vþ which 
we give to his Forehead, thou curſed 
Devil, never dare thou to wiolate, by 
the ſame Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 
Then the Prieft puts his Hand 
on the Infants Head, and makes a 
Prayer in order to his Baptiſm, 
then puts part of his Robe upon 
the Child, and brings him within 
the Church, ſaying, Enter thou an- 
to the Temple of God, that thou maiſt 
partake with Chriſt in Eternal Life. 
Amen. Then follows the Apoſtles 
Greed, and the Pater-Noſter, &c. 
Then follows another Exorcifing 
or Conjuration of the Devil. 

Then the Prieſt takes Spittle 
out of his Mouth, and touches 
therewith the Ears and Noftrils of 
the Infant; when he toucheth fn 
Ears, he faith, Epthapha, be 
ed; and touching his No 


Another - Conjuration 
theſe Words; Be packing,, O De- 
D by 24, 
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Baptiſt, 


2 Baptiſm) may not be 
feared, but patiently en- 
dured, according to- the 
Will of God. This is 
the Sum of the Dorine of 
Baptiſm, taught by the 
Baptized, Churches. 

The 5th and 6th: Prin- 
ciples of Chriſt's: Doctrine, 


nCE0r.15.are likewiſe particularly 


opened, concerning the 

Reſurrection of the Dead,. 

and' chiefly of Chriſt's be- 

ing raiſed Bodily ' from 

AHAs;1:7. the Dead, as the moſt 

3.1.. KAure pledge that the Dead 

ſhall be raiſed Bodily: 

and the eternal Judgment, . 

in which every man ſhall 

I; Cor. 5, receive according to the 

L:0-. deeds Cone in the Body, 
whether. good, or bad. 

To all. which the Par- 

ty to be Baptized,declares 

4As. 2. his aſſent, in the beſt 

40s. man? he can; ſhewing 

alſo his ſenſe of Sin, and 

ſorrow for. itz#his purpoſe 


to live bglily ; his Faith: 


m Chriſt his Saviour the 
Mark, 1. only. Sgn. of. God, and 
"XR that- it is. his deſire to. be 
As: 8. Baptized according to; the 
26,.37- Will ok Ggd.Andthenthe 


Dear the Church. 


gregatien, or. perſonspres 
m5 (| ſent. 


Papiſt. 


vil, for the judgment of God is at hand. 
- Then the Prieſt ' asks the In- 
fant, whether he renounces the 
Devil and all his Works, and all 
his Pomps ? in three queſtions,and 
the God:fathers anfwer diſtinctly 
to them. Then the Prieſt dips his 
Thumb in. holy Oyl, and anoynt- 
ing the Infant with it on his Breaſt 
and betwixt his Shoulders in: the 
figure of a »Þ, ſaying, Tanoynt thee 
with the Oyl of Salvation in Chriſt 
Feſus our Lord, that thou mayſt ob- 
tain eternal Life. Amen. 

Then the Prieſt puts off. his: 
Purple Robe, and purs on another 
of White, and. asks- three queſti- 
ons out of the Creed; and receives 
the God-fathers anſwers, then asks 
this queſtion, whether the Infant will 
be Baptized? and receiving the 
God-fathers. anſwers. to- that, He 
pours Water thrice upon the Child's 
head, and reciteth over it our Sa- 
viour's Form of Baptiſin, doing it 
each time- at the naming of the 
three Perſons. 

 And'now comes the Chryſm or- 
holy Oyntment, in which dipping 
hisThumb and anomting the In-- 
fant on the Crown. of the Head,. 
in the Figure of a +, He thus 
prayetls; O- God Ommnipotent, the 
Father | of our Lord'Feſus Chriſt, who 
hath Regenerated thee of Water and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and who hath givens 
| thee: 


Baptiſt. 


ſent, do make Prayer and 
Supplication to Almighty 
God, to receive the re- 
turning ſinner, and to bleſs 
and fanctihe his own Or- 
dinance to him. And then 
the Party to be Baptized, 
being cloathed with con- 
venient Garments for de- 


cency, he is had to the 


: 1. Water, wheregalling up- 

15. enthe Nameof the Lord, 

John 3. he ts dipped into the Ri- 

23s ver,or Water, by the Mi- 

niſter, in the Name of the 

As 8. Father, and of the Son, and 
28. of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Mat.28. And as in every thing 

19. Chriſtians are to give 


thanks, ſo this whole Ser- 


vice 13 concluded with 


farther prayer,andthankſ- 


h giving to this effect, That 


as it has pleaſed God to 
call his Servant, or Ser- 


vants out of their {mful - 


| Rate, and to bring them 


into the way of 'Truth, 


Hear the Church, . 


Papi, 


thee pardom of all thy Sins, T anoint 
thee with the Chryſm of Salontion, in 
the Name of Chriſt Feſis our Lord, to 
Eternal Life. Amen. 

And next after follows the Pax 
tibi, and wiping of his Thumb 
and the anojnted Head, he takes 2 
white linen Cloath, and putting it 
on the Child's Head uſeth this 
Form, T'ike the white Garment, 
which thou mayſt carry . uhſpotted be- 
fore the Tribunal of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, that thou mayſt have Eternal 
Life. Amen. 

And laftly, he puts a lighted 
Candle into the Child's, or God- 
fathers hand, and faith, Receive the 
burning Lamp, and keep thy Bap- 
tim blameleſs ; keep Go#'s Com- 


mandments, that when the Lord _ 


ſhall come to the Wedding, thow 
may'?. meer him, 8&c. concluding 
all with, Go in peace, and the Lord 
be with thee. | 

There are- more Conjurations 
and Ceremonies added, &c. But 
let theſe ſuffice at preſeat. 


fo it would pleafe him to'enable them to perſevere to the cad, 
; to his Glory and their own Eternal Comfort. © 

' Nor do we put any Vow, Covenant or Promiſe upon any 
Perſon, fave only what the yery Nature of the Baptiſmal 
Covenant it ſelf does in its own evidence carry along with it, 
it being our greateſt care, neither to add to; nor to diminiſh 
ought from the holy Ordinances of Chriſt, but to keep them 
as they were delivered at firſt to the Church of God x Cor. 


II, 2. 
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Now- Brethren, as it is an Obſervation, that White being compared: | 
with Black doth ſeem. more white; fo the true Baptiſm according to the = © 
Scripture(and graciouſly reſtored in the practick part among you) being” 
thus compared with the ſuppoſed Baptiſm cf the preſent Reman Church,. 
muſt needs ſeem more lovely, and. the wretchedneſs of their: deviſed: 
Fables become more manifeſt to all men. Let us now ſee whether they. 
Have been more happy in the other great Ordinance, The Holy- Table of 
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Baptiſt. 


The manner of the Baptized 


Churches in Celebrating 
the Holy Table of the 


T HE Congregation 
bite being met together, 
and having ſpent. part: of 
the day in Preaching,and 
AF 2,0. Prayer ,. commonly to- 


7;. © - wards the Evening, and: 
ordinarily upon the. L;ev1s- 


Day, the Table is de- 
cently prepared,. and the 
Bread and Wine fet up- 
on it alfo. in decent. man- 
ner.. | 

The Meſſenger or El- 
der. does excite the Peo-: 


ple to due Humility, and. 


Reverence in- their ap- 
proaching to the Holy 
' - Table of the. Lord,ſhew-- 


19g the occaſion. and Au-- 


thority by ,. and upon 


which: it. was Inſtituted- 
 for- 


” 


Papif, 


The manner of the Celebration 
To Bread and Cup inthe 
aye from Dr. Willit. 

in his Synopſes Papiſmt. 


FT © fy nothing here- of. the 
Roman Church, denying to 
give the Cup to the People, the- 
Prieſts only drinking of it; nor 
of the Prieſt only partaking of the 
Bread and Cup+in divers of. their- 
Maſſes, the People only looking 
on: neither of' their Adoration of 
the Elements. of Bread and Wine 
in theſe-words, I Worſhip? thee, I: 
Glorifie thee, I Praiſe thee. Nor 
yetof that Paſſage in the Commu- ' 
nion of. the Maſs, Les us Worſhip - 
the Sign of the Croſs, which are 
things-too large to be diſcourſed in - 
a Letter ; Ir ſhall ſuffice to ſer: 
down the manner. of+ ther Cele- 

bration... 
1. All is done in an unknown 


Tongue, which the People under-- 
ſtand not... | ; 
z.. The: 


Fohn | 6: 
35+ 


Mat.26. 
26. 


1 Cor. 


2-4- 


Baptiſt. 


for a perpetual Miniſtry 
in the Church of God. 
The great Uſe and My- 
ſtical ſignification of it, 
as Chriſt 1s- evidently fet 
forth in his Crucifixion, 


. or bitter Death upon the 
_ Crofs, as the alone Sacri- 
fice, once offered for the: 


Sins of Men, and that 


there.is no more Offering 


. for Sin, but the Offering 
. up of Chriſt oncefor all. 
'Then he putteth them. 


in mind of the. qualifica- 
tions,. neceſlary on- their 
part to the due Reception 
of that Divine Ordi- 
nance, without which 
they will come together 
for the worſe, and not for 
the better. 

'Fhen :aking the Bread 
into his hands, he calleth 
upon God in. the Media- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, for a. 
Bleſſing. upon the Bread, 
that it may be Sanctified 
for thatholy uſe for which 


it was ordained by Chriſt, 


and that by. Faith, all 
that are to'partake of that 


| Bread, thereby 'may feed 


upon the Body of Chriſt; 
which is the' true Bread, 

and: by him live for ever. 
£11 'Then 


the Cup,be makertive-Crofles with + 
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Papiſt. 


2. The Benedicamus Domino, 13 
ſung ten times together, and Ire” 
Miſſa eſt is ſung' thirteen timEsz 
with long and'tedious Notes. 

3. The Prieſt is to fay divers 
Prayers privately to himfelf. 

4. He is taught by the Rubrick: 
to make thirty ſeveral Croſſes upon 
the Bread, the Cup, the Altar,and- 
his forehead. 

5.. Their Geſtures are as fol- 
loweth. m | 

The Prieſt boweth his Body, 
and lifting up himſelf, kifſeth the 
Altar on the right fide; then he 
boweth again, and looketh to-- 
ward the Hoſt: | that is the Bread] 
he joyneth his hands, wipeth his 
fingers,-lifteth up the Hoſt, then 
he lifteth up his eyes, and boweth' 
himſelf,, and lifteth up- his eyes 
again, he boweth again, and lift-- 
eth up the Hoſt above his fore-- | 
head ; then he uncovereth the Cup, 
and holdeth it between his hands, . 
keeping his thumb and - his finger 
together. | | 

Then he boweth and lifteth up- 
the Cup a little, then to his Breaſt,- 
or above his-Head. He ſetterh it: 
down again and wipeth his fingers; 
then he ſpreadeth his Arms a-crofs.- 
He boweth his Body, rifing up, he- 
kifſeth the Altar on the right fide. 
He fmiteth his Breaſt ; uncovering” 


th3- 


X©Cor.I 1. 
26. 


Baptiſt. 

Then he breaketh the 
Bread, pronouncing the 
words of Chriſt, This is 
my Body, &c. willeth the 
People to receive it in re- 


membrance of Chriſt, and 


as ſhewing forth the Death 


of Chriſt till he come the 
Tſecond time without {in 
to Salvation. 

' In like manner he ta- 
keth the Cup, after the 
People have received the 
Bread, and with Prayer 
ſuirable to that great My- 
ſtery, it being fanCtihed, 
he poureth out of the 
Wine, remembring the 
words of Chriſt, Thes Cup 
#s the New Teſtament in my 
Blood, Ec. partakes of it 
himſelf (as he did alfo of 
the Bread) and gives it to 
the Deacons to Commu» 


nicate to all the Congre- 


I. Cor. 
I0.145 
x5,16, 
I7. 


Mat. 26. 
29, 


gation, and they all drink 
of it. 

Then ſome word of Ex- 
hortation is given to the 
People under the confidera- 
tion of the unſpeakable 
Mercy of God inthe gift 
of his Son to dye for us, 
that we nught live Erer- 
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Papiſt. 
the Hoſt beyond the Cup, twice, 
on each {ide under the Cup and 
before it. 

Then he layeth his bands upon 
the Altar, the Deacon reaching 
him the Paten, he putteth it to his 
right eye, then to his left, he ma- 
keth a Croſs beyond his head with 
it, he kifſeth it and layeth it down. 

Then he breaketh the Hoſt. in 


three, holding twa pieces in his 


left hand and one in his right over 
the Cup, which with 2 Croſs he 
letteth fall into it. 

Then he kiſfſeth rhe Corporas-: 


the Deacon taketh the Pax from 


the Prieſt, giveth it to the ſub- 
Deacon and he to the Quire. "Then 
humbling himſelf, he farſt raketh 
the Body, and then the Blood, ſo 
he goeth to the right horn of the 
Altar, the ſub-Deacon poureth in 
Wine, and the Prieſt rinſeth the 
Cup, and: waſheth his hands turn- 
ing himſelf to the People. 
Cometh again to the Altar, and 
turneth to the People the - ſecond 


Then bowing his body, and clo- 
{ing his hands, he prayeth to him- 
ſelf : he riſeth' again, making the 
lign of the Croſs, and bowing a- 
gain, gocth from the Altar. 


rally with him : all is concluded with Prayers t the Lard for all 
his Bleffings,in the moſt joyful manner; that the Miniſter is able 
to expreſs them, and then uſually fametiing is given tothe Poor, 


as every mans heart maketh hint willing, ric hem conſtrained 


thereunto, but as the love of Chriſt conſtrain 


"Thus 
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Thus, Brethren, T have given you a brief account of the Ceremoni- 
ous Obſervations of thoſe who would be thought the rrueſt Church on- 
Earth, though they have affuredly changed the Ordinances of our Lord 
more than any fort of Chriſtians; I have alfo fer before you the puri-- 
ty and ſimplicity (and yet the great utility) of theſe two great Ordi- 
nances, that you may be more inwardly affected with them, but eſpe- 
cially with him whom they fo excellently repreſent, for to this end are: 
they ordained zo ſer forth Chriſt and him Crucified. | 
Of all the difficulties with which you are likely to be tried in reſpect 
of your Religious Profeſſion,chat Dueſtion which concerns the Fudge of theſe 
and other Controverſies in. Religion, is like to be the moſt dangerous, be- 


© cauſe you have been little exerciſed: in it ; as'alfo becauſe many perſons: 


of great Eminency and Authority are deeply radicated. and very expert- 
in an opinion diametrically oppoſite to yours, for they fay, that the li- 
ving voice of the Church, aſſembled in a General Council of her Biſhops and- 
Dcttors, 1s the only infallible Fudge to determine all Controverſies in matters: 
of Faith and Religion. . 

On the other fide, We have been taught, and have conſtantly be-- 
lieved that it is all Chriſtians Duty to rely chiefly, and before all things,. 


upon the Authority and ſufficiency of the woice of God himſelf, as he ſpeaks 


n the Holy Scriptures, as the beſt, and only infallible Decider of all DPueſtions 
that ſhall ariſe, ( eſpecially in the Chriſtian Church; and ſince the holy Scri- 
Prures were written and received ), about matters of Faith and Religion. 

And indeed it ſeems very ſtrange that any man ſhould think there is 
a better Judge than God himſelf, of whar is true, and what is other- 
wile, in matters of Religion ; and to be fure he ſpeaks to us with the 
gteateſt Certainty, and: Authority, by the holy Pen-men of the Scri-- 
ptures, And its as ſtrange that the Church, who mult derive all. her 
Light and Authority, from: God and his Word, ſhould appeal men to» 
her ſelf rather than to him: methinks they ſhould fay to us: (as Ceſar's: 
Subſtitute ſaid: to St. Pau) Haſt:thou. Appeated to God, as he ſpeaks in: 
his Scriptures 2. to God and his Scriptures ſhalt thou' go. And efpeci-- 
ally when this is the queſtion, What ſort of Chriſtiars are- the true: 
Church of 'Chriſt?. for it ſeems thenthe moſt unreaſonable thing in the 
World, that any Party contending for this Title [ The Church | ſhould: 
be. her own Judge ;; and ſeeing the Chureh cannot by meerly avouching 
(upon her, own 'T'eftimony: only } that ſhe *is- the Church, make any 
propf or demonſtration that: ſhe is ſo, it remains then,. that we muſt 
have. ſome Infallible Rule. by: which to find the Church. Ms , | 
| 70d: 
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God himſelf does not reveal to us who is his Church, we ſhall never 
find her ; nor does he reveal this, but by the Teſtimonies of the Scri- 
pture, there mult we find the Church of God, or no where. For 


none but .Entbuſ7aſts pretend to any other Revelation in this Caſe ; and 


to ſpeak fecely, I doubt the Papiſts are more then a little Enthuſiaſtical ; 
for rather than let God's Word decide this Queſtion about the Church, 
they will flze.to Miracles, as if a falſe Prophet may nt ſhew a Sign, or 
a Wonder, yea, and that Sign and Wonder come to paſs too, and yet the 
thing. he brings it to prove, be nothing but a lye: ſee Dewr. 15. Sure- 
ly he that ſhall pretend to work a Miracle or Wonder #n theſe days, to 
prove ſuch, or ſuch a People to be the Church, I ſhould the more ſuſ- 
pect both him and his Church ; becauſe we have a {ure Word of Pro- 
phecy confirmed by Miracles already, which Word, doth as fully ſer 
forth the Church, as it ſets forth any thing ; infomuch as men may as 
well call for Miracles to prove there is a od, and that this God ts true, 
as to call for Miracles to prove the true Church, 

Indeed the Church of Chriſt being once found,then all wiſe and modeſt 
men will readily lend an Ear to her in all things, and eſpecially when 
ſhe undertakes to expound the dark or myſterious _ of our Reli- 
gion, or offers her Judgment in things doubtful, { for as for the com- 
mon point of the Chriſtian Faith, he that is a wiſe and good Man, 
and no ways byaſſed by Intereſt, may perhaps know theſe things, as 
well as the Church, or at leaſt, ſuch as call themſelves Church-men.] 
But to be bound to adhere to any Church in theſe days, as to a people 
which canmot poſſibly be miſtaken in any matters of Faith, or Religion, 
ſeems to be an Atribute roo high for any Society of Sinful men, Fand 
there is none that liveth and ſmneth not. | For ſceing God hath not told us 
any ſuch thing, That the Church cannot Err or be Miſtaken, it ought not 


» to be ſpoken: and if it be only proper to the Almighty to fay He cannot 


he ; It muſt not be faid of the Church, that She cannot lye, leſt he re- 
prove us, and we be found Lyars. Rom. 2.4. Let God be true, and eve- 
7y Man a har, for thus it is written; and again, Hef. 11.12. Ephra- 
im compaſſeth me about with Lyes, and the Houſe of Iſrael with Deceit. This 
was the Caſe of the ten Tribes : and though Fudah be juſtified as to theſe 
Impieties, yet Chap. 12.2. God tells them he had a Controverſie with them 
alſo. Certain it is that famous Churches have erred in matters of Faith, 
and others were as liable to err as they, no Church . being herein pri- 
viledged above another, for any thing that God has faid in his Word, 
but he every where exhorts his People to —_ of Sin, Error, and 


Apoltacy, . 
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Apoſtacy, and commands every one that hath Ears, to hear what the 
Spirit ſaith to the Churches : but he dces not fay to any of them that 
they camot Err, therefore we are nor to hear ſuch a ſtory of any Church. 
Mat, 16.18. Is a gracious Promiſe indeed, That the Gates of Hell ſhaft 
wot prevail againſt the Church of Chryt, as founded upon himſelf, in the 
true Faith of St. Peter. But this Promiſe belongs to all true Churches 
equally, yet no man ever durſt affirm from hence, That no true Church 
can poſſibly err. And St. Peter, who underſtood this Promiſe, never 
told any Church of his Planting, that they could not Err; but rather tells 
them they may err, /o as to fall from their ſtedfaſtneſs, and be led away 
with the error of the Wicked, Indeed if any Church could be afligned 
here on Earth that cannot err, or be deceived in matters 'sf Faith, it were 
the eaſieſt thing in the World to find the Truth, having once found 
the Church; for we ſhould have no need to know any thing but what 
that Church ſpeaks, and to receive her Determinations as God's Oracles: 
but then I conſider again that we ſhould perhaps have great inconve- 
nience alſo. For, if all the Decrees made by General Councils be 
obliging” to us, and were bound up together, we ſhould never be able 
to read them, nor I doubt, to underſtand them; it will then be our 
beſt, at the long-run, to take Sanftuary at the Word of God, as our 
Guide, and Superiour to the Church. . 
But I conſider farther, that no man makes any particular Chuxch 
this Guide, but does refer us to the Univerſal Church, as aſſembled in 
2 General Council. Surely either this ,is to make as many Univerſal 
Churches at leaſt as there has been Ages ſince Chriſt was upon the 
Earth; or if all make'but one Univerſal Church, the direCtion given 
to follow her Sentence, is ſcarce praticable; for how long will it be 
before a man can be aflured, what was held, and what was rejected 
by the Church in all Ages? indeed there are Men born of great confi- 
dence, who will tell us that the Catholick, or Univerſal Church hath al- 
ways held ſuch Dodtines, and ſuch Traditiors as are unwritten, &c. 
Now it highly concerns all Chriſtians, as much as in them lieth, 
to make ſure work with ſuch bold Talkers,about the truth of the things 
which they affirm, eſpecially about the truth of the Antiquity of theſe 
things, that is, that they appear by ſome Divine Record to have been 
delivered to the firſt Churches, by Men approved of God, to be the 
deliverers of Divine Inſtitutes; and if they fail here, ir will be ill ven- 
turing to follow them in their after-enquiries. - And there is the higheſt 
Reaſon in the World to ſtand a, iroogly as peſlible for the firſt Age 3 
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for ſuch pure aud undqubted Antiquity is neceſſary in our Caſe, . from: 
the tenour of our Bleſſed Saviour*s Argumentation againſt the ' Jews, .in- 
oppoſition to a "Tradition, or Moſaical Precept in the Caſe of Divorce,. 
Mar. 19. 8. From the beginning it was not ſo. For ſeeing the Apoſtles - 
did faithfully deliver the whole Counſel: of God to the firſt -Churches,, 


condemning all that ſhall teach otherwiſe than they had taught the 


"the Dodtrine of- Godlineſs ; or that ſhould. not conſent to wholeſome 


| Words, even the words of our ;:Lord Jeſus Chriſt; it is therefore necel- 


" fary. to bring all DoEtrine; and Practices in the Chriſtian Church to the + 
Telt of the moſt pure an1 Primitive Antiquity ; for that Church which- 

| hath that Argument fairly on her {ide,cannot fail of all other Arguments, . 

- ; Which can be- any way neceflary for her Juſtigation 3 for indeed this 


- firſt Argument does infer all the reſt, and they;that have nor. this, have 
none. of the other ; which thing being well conſidered, look back upon 
your Principles ( O ye Baptized Chriſtians ), and upon what hath bcen 

| id for them, even by your Adverſaries, and take comfort ; for whoe- 

_ ver. boaſts of the beſt Antiquity, it is certain that. you only have it. 

. For what-1sthe moſt ancient Record ? Doubtleſs the Holy Scripture; 

- and if fo, let tke queſtion be about: Chriſt, and his Church, there mult 


_ "we find them both, or no where. -If any Man like nor this Doctrine ;. 


{et him ſhew me, if he can, theſe lovely Obje&ts-without being behol- 


' der to. the Scripture. . Some I have known to attempt this, but with. 
 lamentable ſucceſs, being ſoon driven to a ſhameful filence ;, and indeed 


the whole World-mult depart into utter Glence as touching this great 
Myſtery,..Chriſt and his 
lvered inthe Holy Scriptures ) through. Faith, makes us wife in theſe 
great Cancernments of Salvation, 2- Tim. 2. 1 | 


Let men alledge all the Authors in the-Worl1, and all the Tradition 
it the. Holy Scriptures muſt .not be: their own, Evidence, 


that ANG 5s | | be their own, 
and focapable to command-our Belicf ,of them ;- then for the ſame; or 
bs Le 6 {BIG 4.35 | 37> gs TY ; L. 4 kd ap d & > [ 
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Scriptures, all Authors and all Traditions ſhall be dumb- and uſeleſs 
as to the production-of. the leaſt 50: of Divine Faith ; fo that: the- Pa- 
piſts at the long-run {mult if they know how ) ſhew us their Church 
without Scripryre,or any, Authow and #jchour 'Tradicion alſo,as Thave 
Ioraerl fog un. your bang ponbked theory by dave Cyeries 
fant by a I earned Papitt, who ig, his lalt tb. me,does, undertake to deliver 
hjndfelF from this difyculry after "this manner;; P/+ may- (ſaith he } prove 
Pe: Church by the. Haly S$ cripture,..and the Scripture. by the. Church, and this 


wrch, unleſs the Word of God, ( as .it is de- 


oF... 
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Ly a Regreſſus Demonſtrativus, ' without & wigious Circle, becaiife me ' ſuppoſe 
them, both ſuſſiciently proved, and prudently accepted for fuch, by all the Me- 
tives, of Credibility, as Miracles, Holineſs, -&c. by which Chriſt proved hime * 
ſelf and his New Goſpel. But as far the Senfe of the Scripture, T have more” 
than ſufficiently demonſtrated, that the Scripture it ſelf cannot bear witneſs for 
it, but that this muſt be had from a Living Fudge, viz. the Church, the 
Infallible Interpreter of Gods Word. | | 5-0 - 
'To this'I anſiver briefly: That is a vicious Circle, ' out 'of which 
no man'can lawfully deliver himſelf, but muſt run in a Round with- 
out end ; and truly ſuth is this Circular Argumentation '6F'*#y Adver- 


' ry, he will prove his Church by rhe Scripture. 2. Hevifl prove the 


Scripture to be true by his Church, and he will prove his Church true 
by the Scripture, before the Scripture be 'proved true ; and he will * 


. prove the Scripture to' be true, after it hath proved: his Church true. 


'This Meander is no way to be avoided that T can ſee, but by ſuffering ' 
either the Scripture; or the-Church to be its own Evidence, - for his De- 
nonſtrative Regreſs makes his Caſe worſe ; for by it; they be both ſuffici ' 
ently. proved, before either of them be proved, and both prudently ac- 
cepted, before either of them be accepted ; 'and which is moſt ſtrange " 
& all the reſt, -theſe things are all done before the: Seripture hath any 
ſenſe known} for of thishe is the moſt of all confident, ehar vhe Senſe of 
the Scripture muſt be had from & living Fudge, viz. the Church, 'the Infalli- - 
Ble Interpreter of God's Word. So that this is the Conclufion of the 
whole Matter :' The Scripture without Senfe muſt- prove'the:Roman 
Church, and the 'Romiaqg Church muſt then'give the- Senf"of that 
Scripture, which had no Senſe before, when it. proved Her” to-be the 
Church ; here is indeed a' Regrefſins, but no' fach thing as a Demonſtra- 
trols, 

Methinks wiſe men ſhould conſider that the Hsly Scripture is its 
own Interpreter in a. great, if not the greateſt -part of .ir,' the>New 


Teſtament being the' beſt Interpreter of the Otd'' eſtamentr, -and' of it 


ſelf alſo in many placts: for Example ;-It tells \us in- one: place, that - 
the Heavens muſt receive Chriſt from e'time of his Aſcenſion, 2il the 
times of. refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of 'the Lord. AR. 3. 21» 
And hence we hold, that no-Chriſtian niuft fay that- the real Body of 
of Chriſt, which aftened' to Heaven; is- upon the” Earth, zill the ſhall - 
be ſeat the ſecond time, {for God" ſhall ſond' Feſar; faith St, Porter] be- 
cauſe the Seriptnre tells us in another place,” That of Feſta wore on Earth, 
Le frould rot be a Pricft, Heb, Bo et OE 
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It is therefore as plain as plain can be, that the Papiſts make void 
the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and contradict St. Peter himſelf, when they 
tell the World that the real Body of Chriſt which aſcended into Hea- 
Ven, is now really, carnally, corporally preſent upon the Earth, that 
is, upon their Altars, and in the Hands and Mouths of their Prieſts 
and People, as often as they celebrate Maſs, and conſequently he is fo 
far from being received into Heaven rill ehe time of bis ſecond com- 
ing, that he is, according to their own Opinion, received bodily upon 
Earth ten thouſand times, and in ten thouſand places, to his being once 


received bodily into Heavens . Sure their Opinion 3s directly againſt the - 


Scripture, as: ſure as their Tranſubſtantiation is direCtly againſt the beſt 
Senſe, and the beſt Reaſon, with which Almighty. God hath endowed 
the beſt of Men, as has been clearly evidenced by many learned Dif- 
courſes ; among which, I would commend to your Peruſal, one lately 
publiſhed, under the Title of A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantiation : 
Printed this Year, and fold by Mr. Aylmer at the Three Pigeons againſt 
the Royal Exchange, Price Six Pence. 

My Learned Adverſary, and indeed the Papiſts generally, do urge us 
vehemently after this manner, admitting chat the Church is to follow the 
Rule of God's revealed Word in all her Definitions ; yet they hold it ex- 
rreamly irrational, that all that can read it, ſhould be bis own Interpreter of 
s:, for ſo, fay they, He will be his own Fudge. ' And as in a Nation 
where no Judge of the Law is appointed, there can be no Juſtice, but 


every man will be his own Judge ; ſo likewiſe; unleſs there be a Su-' 


preamn Judge: in Matters of Faith, to wit, the Church, from whom no 
Appeal 'may be allowed, there can be no end of Controverſies, &c. 
This Objection is conſiderable : to which I ſay, 

1. What my Adverfary means by God's revealed Ford, I do not very 
well underſtand, bnt 1 doubt he extends that Term farther than the 
Holy Scripture, elſe -I am ſure enough, the Church of Rome has no re- 
vealed Ward of God to follow in very many of her Obſervations : but to 
let this paſsat preſent, I anfwer to the ObjeCtion thus ; | 

2. It ſeems to be built upon many dangerous Suppoſitions, ſuch as 
| theſe, That we ought to reſt upon the Sentence of a Prieſt (for we muſt 
hear the Church out of his Mouth) for the ſtate of our Soul,as on the Sen- 
tence. of a Judge in a Civil Courtfor a matter of Debt, &e. and that we 
are no- more bound to ſearch the Scriptures for Eternal Life, than to 


ſearch the Statute-Book: for our Temporal Life [nay, here Ido them | 


no wrong, for they will permit us to read the Statute-Book, __r ep 
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forbid us to read the Holy Scripture.] It ſuppoſes the Prieſt cannot 
deceive us; when the Prophet tells us, that though the Prieſts Lips 
ſhould preſerve Knowledge, and that we ſhould ſeek the Law at bu Mouth, 
yet they had cauſed many to flumble at the Law, becauſe they had been par- 
tial in the Law, Mat. 2. 8. It ſuppoſes, whoever falls under the Sen- 
tence of the Prieſt, is as furely damned, as he is caſt or hanged, that 
falls under the Sentence of a Judge in Law. [Which may be falſe, for 

the Prieſts did joyntly ſentence our Bleſſed Saviour, Saying, We have a 
Law, and by our Law he ought to die. Ic's true, whatſoever the Church 
doth bind on Earth, is bound in-Heaven ; but then nothing is bound on 
Farth, unleſs ſhe judge righteouſly ; for it is written, that the Curſe 
cauſeleſs ſhall not come, Prov. 26. z. and ſeeing ſhe may be deceived, 
at leaſt by falſe Witneſſes) She may condemn the Innocent, though She 
nad no mind to do fo, which ſhews She is not infallible, whatever men 
zalk to the contrary. ] I do nor like this Opmion, therefore becauſe ir 

leaves not Liberty for thoſe whom the Church condemns, to appeal fo 

much as to Almighty God, who knows the Hearts of all men, whilſt 
the Church knows them not. But I anſiver to the Objection, by ſay- 
ing, 

1. There is a Judgment Authoritative; this indeed muſt be referr'd to 
the Church, and no wiſe Man ever thought otherwiſe, and the Mem- 
bers of the Church muſt be content to abide the Sentence of the Church, 
though they be innocent, till God clears their Innocency ; bur all this 
while we ſuppoſe the Church we ſpeak of, to be -a true Church, and 
that She judges according to Evidence ; and yet becauſe She knows 
not all Secrets, nor all things contained in the Scriptures, we alfo 
ay She may poſſibly miſtake, though never ſo Honeſ. 

ut, 

2. There isa Judgment of Knowledge or Diſcretion, by which Men 
receive the Truth of the Goſpel, as underſtanding, and {ſo believing it 
to be ſo; and by the fame Judgment he refuſes what is falſe, as un- 
derſtanding it to be ſo; and till his Underſtanding be well informed, or ' 
rationally ſatisfied by convincing Evidence, he cannot, if he have the 
Underftanding and Spirit of a Man, do either the one or the other. 
And hence it is, that Salvation, (and confequently the nieans to ob- 
tain it) are offered to men in the manner of choice, Fyh. 2.4- 1 5.. Chuſe 
then this day whom you will ſerve. Heb. c1.25.; Moſes choſe rather ts ſuffer 
AfﬀtsFion with the People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a ſea- 
fon. And foraſmuch as all Men are not called at the fame omen, | but 
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33 * Hear-the CYUrch, 
{ome receive the 'Truth in their Youth, others in their middls Age, 
lome not till Oid Age; all rhe Liberty which we contend. for, is, that, 
Men may have the free uſe of the Means; by which they may know 
the Truth, and be allowed to underſtand it. before they be admitted - 
ro Sacred things, that they may nor only be able to give a Reaſon of 
the Hope that is in them, but alſo be able to do [as they are alſo exhort- 
ed) Prove every man his own Vork,, that he may have rejojcing in himſeif 
alone, and net in another, Gal. 6.:4., 5. Thus much in anſiyer to this Ob- 
jection. | 

There is no Man living that would more gladly (chan my ſelf) 
give to the Church of God, All that Honour and Obedience which God 
Path allowed Her ; but to ſay, She cannot err, 1s to make Her more like 
God than She is. "Tobink: al that can be ſafely affirmed, is, "That She 

ſhall not fail ſo, as utterly ro, ceaſe from being, bur; that God will have 

a.Church in the World, ta, be-his \Wirne yo the end of the World, 
though the Apoſtacy be never ſo great, or Go univerſal. And 
as it pleaſed God:to foreſhew the great Apoſtacies, which ſhould be found 
among the Cliriſtian Nations : So he was graciouſly pleaſed to inter- 
mix dame words of cornfort,: that: when-.ir ſhould f fall out, that the 
Spouſe of Chriſt ſhould be like, the Dove in the ſecret Places of the Steirg, 
Cant. 2.14. - or thruſt into Priſons, and out, of | fight, which might 
caule the Faithful even to-think there was no Church remaining «like 
that of - the Prophet, who defired rather to-die than-to live, becauſe he 
thought the Faithful had utterly failed, and himſelf left alone) I fay, 
that. then they, ſhould remem er that the Gates of Hell Should not prevail 
againſt «the Church, and ther, fare God. hath always had a .Chur ch, hows 
ever ſhe might be obſcured.  * 

Finally, Brethr en, my Hearts.delire and Prayer- to God for you, is, 
that you may be of one Mind and Judgment in -all the Will of Ged, 
and e eſpecially in theſe Sacred Principles before, me tioned, and, in the 
Conſftitutian.of your Miniſtry, in rclpect of the Three ld” Qrder of Mi- 
niſters, under-which the figlt- Churche were Undoubrec y governed, viz. 
Maſerger's Elders, and Deacons. And ra do" the x rathe hen. Ms to this,  be- 
cauſe lame have been pleaſed to oe in Prints that - there are only 
wo. Offices remaining in- the Church of. Chniſt,, Viz. Elders and Dea- 
cons.; 'This Presbytenian Principle, Will, I fear,.. undo ſuch as. receive it. 
They boldly telt us,” that the” Office 'of T; motby a BN was. Temporg12's 
as.1 if he had | none to ſucceed them. Wha TEK .formerly.. written 
my "the de efehice © of the firſt of theſe Offices is x0 among you, an 
23 yet unanſered, and to that I refer you, Our 


' Heat? .the Church, 39 


\ Our Diviſions have been, and will be, -if continued, very prejudicial 


.to. the Truth it ſelf; and” our Adverſaries know how to make uſe of 


them againſt us,. and our Holy Profefſion, though they eannor be Ig- 
norant of the great Diviſions which were in the Churches in the Apo-- 
ſtles Days, nor {ſhould they be ignorant of their own ; and to the end 
they. may ſee they. are no more happy in that matter than their Netgh+ 


-bours, .let them con{ider what ' Bernard hath wtitten of them, as he. is 
- quoted by rhe Learned,. in. Cant. Sermt.” 2 2.. His Words are to- this: 


effect. | 

* From: whom ſhall the. Church hide her ſelf? All are Friends, and- 
& allare Enemies; allare Kinsfolks, and all are Adverlaries; all. are 
* Houſhold Servants, and there is none at peace; all are Neighbours, 


<< and all ſeek. but'cheir own. Profit. . They are Miniſters of Chcilt,. 


« and ſerve Anti-Chrilt ; they. do' walk in the Honvur 'of the Good- 
* neſs of the Lord, unto whom they do no Honour. Thereby cometh 
«* that Beauty of the Harlot, which thou ſeeſt- daily in their Apparel, 
&© as the Players-of Comedics.' As in the Apparel of a King, there-- 


_ ©{by-thbu ſeeſt the Gold'in the Bridles, Saddles! and Spyrs .. Thereby 
- © are the Tables beautihed with Meats and Voeflels : Thereby cometh 


«© Drunkenriefs and! Gluttony : Thereby. proceedeth the Harp and the - 
* Viol: Thereby are the Prefles running over, and the Garners full, . 


© anſwering the one to the other : Thereby are.the Boxes full of Qynt-- 


& ment and{ſweet Savour : "Fhereby are the Purſes filled, . 'Dherefore 


: ©:would they be, 'and are the. Princes of the Churches, The Pro-- 


* voſts, Deans,, Arch-Deacons, Biſhops, Arch-Biſhops, and theſe- 
<* things come not lawfully, but becauſe they walk in- the bulinels of 
* Darkneſs. 

** Behold now in Peace my bitterneſs is moſt: bitter, It hath been: 
© before bitter' in;the Death of Martyrs, afterwards more bitter in 
* Controverſie with Hereticks; now it is moſt bitter in the manners of 
* thoſe of our own Houſe. We can neither chaſe them away, they- 
« are ſo mighty, and multiplied without Number; the- Sores and. 
* Plagues of the Church are entred into the inward parts, and are incu=- 
* rabley and.therefare is her Bitterneſs moſt bitter. - 

And in Pjal.90.6,11. © O Lord Jeſus,thou haſt multiplied the People, . 
« but not encreaſed their Joy ;. all the. Chriſtians almoſt, do ſeek their 
* own Profrt, - they have removed the Offices to ſhametul. Gain,..and - 


& into Works of Darkneſs, .and the Health of Souls is not ſearched : 


4 for, but the Pleaſure of Vices: "Therefore are they ſhorn: There-- 


* fore do they frequent Churches, and fing Plalms. . They 
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40 .Vear the Church, =» 

< They contend moſt impudently daily by Proceſs, for Biſhopticks, 
& Arch-Biſhopricks, &c. "There remaineth nothing, but that the Man 
& of Sin, the Son of Perdition, be revealed. 

And on the Converſion of St. Paul. © Alas, O Lord God, for theſe are 
© the firſt which do perſecute thee, whom we'do ſee to love the bigheſt 
& Places in thy Church, and do hold the Principality, and by Power 


s 
4 


« and ſtrength have taken the Arches of Sion, and afterward freely have - 


& ſet all the City on fire. Their Converſation is miſerable, the Subver- 


_ fon of thy People is pitiful. And ſpeaking 10 the Pope, he . ſaith, ©'This 


. © Mortal Corruption hath not begun in thy days, but I pray God it 
© may end in thy time. In the mean time thou art apparelled and 
& decked up very gorgeouſly. If I durſt ſpeak, thy Seat is rather a 
< Pack of Devils then of Sheep. Did St. Peter do fo? Did St. Paul 
& mock after that fort? Behold the nurmuring and complaint of all 
© Churches, they do cry out that they are cut ae wg and diſmem- 
© bred. There are very few, or almoſt nore, do not fear the 
* ftrcak or Wound. Thus far Bernard. | 

Let not then the Papiſts conteman or deſpiſe us, becauſe of ſome -De- 
| in reſpect of Unity, neither let us deſpiſe them, becauſe of the 
Diſcords which have been, or are among them. Let us beware of the 
cauſe of tHoſe Calamities, and ſtrive only for the true Form, and due 
Power of Godlinefs, then Thall the Spirit of Hatred, which hath inſer- 
ted it ſelf amongft Chriſtians, be rooted out ; and then ſhall thar great 
"Badge of Chriſtianity, anfejgned Love, (even the Love of God, ſhed 
abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt) poſſeſs the Room of all our 
bitter Contentions. 'That thus it may be, is the Prayer of 


Tour Loving Brother, 


Written in the 
Tear 1685» 


*.C 
- 


., _ # 
8 } 
05 > 
6 


v 
” 


« - g 


B 


POP "OE = [4 "a * at 
- Py — 
_—_— < > ®Þ 


A... ec. ARR 


_ Ns, ——_— 


_ Poſt-Script. | 


| Concerning the Original Manuſcripts of 


the Holy Scriptures, 


BRETHREN, 

Ecauſe our Learned Adverſaries gre wont to amuſe 
weak Chriſtians, by telling them they knew not the 
Originals, &c. TI thought fit ty tranſcribe part of 
what I have formerly printed in Anſwer to this ſpe- 

cious ObjeFion'; In the ntroduQion of my Book of Primi- 


_ tive Chriſtianity, hom vain ard pernicious this Talk is about 


the Original, will appear, when you confider, That no man 
living cver ſaw the very Papers in which the Prophets and A- 

poſtles' did write the firſt-Dranghts of the Holy Scriptures, 

and therefore none have the Originals, but only Copies of Scri- 

pture. And let not this offend any Man : for, 

It ſeems to have been the beſt for all C ory that after 
many Copies are taken and ſpread in many Nations ,” theſe firſt 
Dranghts fhould' ot continue long'; for had any now .but jo 
mob Confidence, as to ſay they have theſe very firſt Sheets o 1 


' Paper to ſhow, how might they trouble the whole World wit 
fuch a Report ? und bow might they abuſe the World, and "all 


away, and who ſhould correl# the Original 2 
» Final | * Hh. 


the Churches in the World at pleaſure 2 as by adding of taking 


7 


at  'Bear the Church; 

Suppofe the Roman Church had thoſe Manuſcripts in their 
Hands, what Mifts might they caſt upon the Nations, and who: 
could come to the ſight of them to diſcover any ſuch abuſe. 2: 
and the ſame may be ſaid of any other potent Party. 


Put now the Oriemals being no where to be found, but yet. . | 


a mmltitude- of Copies extant, \and the- fame tranſlated by 

multitudes of Meninto ſeveral Lungnages 3 by this means all: 
are forced to be more peaceable than perhaps they are willing to: 
he, fence they have. only Copies of the Divine Oracles, and o- 

thers have Copies as well as they, . ſo that they can none of then 
pretend to have ever ſcen the Original, and therefore can they. 
lefs quarrel about their Copies. Thus hath God's Wiſdom diſ- 
poſed herein, better for his Church than She conld have thoughts 
er-dcſrred.. 

And it is worth obſervation, that ſcarce any of the Churches 
tv whom Si. Paul wrote, had the Original fent to them, (ex-- 
cept the Galatians) but had only certain Copies written by di- 
wers Hands. For Inflance, The Epiſtle: to the Hebrews. 
was written by Timothy, as *tis ſaid in the Poit-Script. The 
Epiſtle to the Romans was written. by. Zertins. | Four Per. 
ſons wrote the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Poit-Scrigt.. 
Two Brethren wrote the Second Epiſtle, Po##-Script. Ti- 
chicus. ad 'Oneſfimus- wrote that. to Coloflus.. AY theſe 
Churches had only Copies, and for ought appears, never ſaw 

Originals... vo od ia and 3rd tt nn | 
And what if ſome-of theſe Copies did accidentally vary ſome 
Word or Tittle, are the Sacred, Epiſtles ever the worſe, jo long 
as the Holy Do@rine therein contained, was not itjured £ 
Gar we think, that when the Holy Apoſtles preached,.. that they 
had ſtill the very ſelf-jame 'Phrafes 2.. Dhig were idle: to ima- 
gine, and yetthey had. th: ſelf-Jame..Gofpel to, preach in every 
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I ſpeak not this, as if I : approved of alteriitg the-Holj Wri-. 


tings : #0, n0t.in.the leaitiotg 5 yet if accidentally, in Tran-- 


fſeribivg. 
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Dear the Church, 43 
ſcribing, or Printing, there ſhould be ſome ſuch Failure, I do 
ot think that by and by that Copy were to be rejeted, or the 
Authority of the Scriptures therefore to be called in queſtion, 
#hat men might ſet up themſelves above it. Some under pre- 
tence of being the Church, and others pretending the Spirit, 
whilſt they both reje& the Church and the Spirit, as held forth 
in, and ſpeaking by the Holy Scriptures, A plain InStaxce of 

this, we have in the Papiſts, and m05F Pxdo-Baptiſts, who 
whilt they ſeem to admire General Councils, Fathers, &c. 
they regard not the Decrees of the beſt Councils and Fathers, 
which were held by the Apoſtles and Elders, and Brethren af 
| Jernfalem, who among other things, forbid the eating of 
things ſtrangled, and Blood, which the Church obſerved for 
ſeveral hundred of years after | for indeed they were delt- 
vered to the Churches to be kept, of to: be broken, Aﬀts 

I6. 1, 2.] and yet without all Conſcience of theſe Decrees, they 
feed upon Blood, &c. And on the other ſide, how ridgidly do 
they impoſe the Decrees of the Trent Counctls, iz the Caſe of 
Tranſubitantiation (though never heard of before it was there 
invented) inſomuch as they have puniſhed with the cruelei# 
Death, ſuch as in Conſcience could not ſubſcribe unto it, God 
mn them a better Underſtanding, and more Moderation for 
t Fare. 

it ye, Brethren, as you have received theſe Holy Decrees 
among the reit of the Heavenly Rules left unto us by the moi 
Antient Fathers, even the Apoitles o 5 phe Lord, ſo walk in 
them, and keep the Ordinances as they were delivered by 
them, who received them of the Lord. Now the Lord 
increaſe our Faith, that we may be able to SFand fait in the 
Truth, and to overcome all Difficulties. So prays your 
Brother, 


no WIT. —_— 
F 
P, 
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Thomas Grantham. 
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Let that- therefore abide in you which you have heard from the Beginning *: if that * 
. which ye. have: heard from the Beginning ſhal remain in you, ye alſo | ſhall conts-- 
; nue in the. Sem, and in the Father, and this is the Promiſe which he hath Proms-- 
fed us, even Eternal Life, 1 John. 


"3 Unto the perfe&t Words-of the New-Teſtament nothing may be added, and | 
\ a> from which nothing may be taken away, by him- that will. lead a Life- 
| 'S agreeable to the. Goſpel. Apollinar. 1. 5. c. 14s. 


£.0? N. D. 0 N,, Printed inthe Year;. 1685;- 
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 EBPISTLE 


TO THE 


EADER: 


"CheifGan F riend, 


__ T is now about fix and twenty- years fince it pleaſed a+ 
WK Learned Papiſt to ſend ſeven O:eries to the People com 
Ss: .$ + monly called Anabaptiſts, 7 the County of Lincoln, a-- 


bout which many Papers were exchanged, and in the 
Tear 16625 ſome part of them were Printed under the Title 
of the Baptiſt againſt the Papiſt,or the. Scripture and Raxe 
in Contention about the Supreme Seat of Judgment in: 
Controverſies-of Religion.To which the Queriſt never replied” 
in Print, but only ' ſent me a few Notes in Manuſcript 5. 
which ſeven Queries, with my ſeven. Anti-queries 1 ſhall ar: 
rex to this Epiſile. | Kc. 
| The Trath is,. I did then, and do-ftill lookapon this fort of- 
5 Chriſtian- Adverſaries ( ſo 1 call them) to be the moſt ſubtil, as- 
well as coherent with ther Principles, keeping cloſe to their Ar- 
/ guments, and uſing all very much the ſame Mediums:: and. 
were the Truth with them ( as in many things» I am ſatisfied: 
b, it is not) this very thing would be their high CO 


SIR to treat A NE RG i ah re EC ee. ob tbe, 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


But miſſing the Heavenly Mark, { more is the pity) they 
wmſt needs bethe more dangerous, wherein they ftand oppoſed to 


| the Truth, of which being very ſenſible. T cannot, as T love plain 


Truth, and the Souls of all Men, but indeavour as much as in me 


zs, after a Chriitian ſort to nndeceive ( if it may be) ſome of 


them, and to prevent others from being deceived by them. 

I ſpeak not this.as fearing them, but as truly loving them, as 
they bear the name of Chriſtians, and donbtleſs are as zealous 
in their way as any, tho I do verily believe they are nnder the 
greateſt miſtakes of any that prof-ſs the Chriſtian Religion, ex- 
cept profeſſed Enthuſiaſts. 

That I treat them in Love is no new thing, let my Words 
written more than twenty years ſince witneſs, now in my Epi- 
file to the Reader thus you find them. Not that I envy thoſe 
of the Papal Church, or deſire them any evil 3 Not that I 
defire they ſhould be expoſed toa Suffering Condition for 
matters of Religion, or that they ſhould be denied any li- 
berty in that Reſpe& which I deſire my ſelf, nor for any 

other prejudice ( God knoweth } do I publiſh this ſmall 
Treatiſe, e*c. 

And what I ſaid then, 1 ſay now, beingrverily perſwaded by 
the Scripture, and all good Principles which 1 could ever meet 
with, that they and ail men | living ſoberly and quietly under 
the Government | ought to have at leaſt a friendly connivance 
under our differing ſentiments from the eſtabliſhed Form or 
Order of Worſhip, ec. But I am no Didator, I muſt " Se 
theſe things to the pleaſure of God, aud the prudence of our Go- 

wvernors, only this is my D.termination, in Chriſt's ſtrength 
to live and die faithful ts what I know of the ways of Truth, 
and to my own Conſcience. Praying conſtantly ſor the happineſs 
of my Prince, axd all his peaceable SubjeF-. J 


Tho. Grantham, 
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|" Hear the Church: 


The Third PART. 


CONTAINING AN 


| EPITOME 


. _ OF THE 


Controverſies depending between thoſe who are commonly called 

4 _ 4 S oh _ ” — called AN 2 _ 

ISTS: Occaſioned by Sever Queries proponnded by 4 
Learned P APIST,. | 7 p 


| E T the Chriſtian Reader know, that it is no idle Conceit of 
. the Parts of the Author, above his Brethren, nor yet above his 
-f Adverfaries ( many of whom are undoubtedly Men of very 
2 - rare Parts and Accompliſhments ) which moveth him thus to 
 appear;and to call forth all the Strength of Reme in Argument to defend 
their Church and Religion againſt the poor Baprized Churches in this Na- 
# tion : But it is'only the Clear Evidence of Truth, on their fidez' as con- 
tained in the holy Oracles of God, which gives Boldneſs to this' great 
Undertaking. Which in all due —_— Chriſtian Love, and ir 
| . Wit 


—- oo 


”" Gear the —_ 


with holy Confidence, is thus attempted, for a fair Trial of the Cafe 
or Cafes depending between the Parties above mentioned. In the 


Name- of God-rherefore tet us proceed «x9 warn geo Wh ram VE: 7 


-Duories ſent to the Brprrſfts by a Learned Papift, which indeed contains 
* the Sym of the Controverlzes between rhe IF Parties. 


Papi Quegy 6. FY | 4 ; 2d prey} 


Whether we are to reſolve all Dif- What Controverlie in point of 
ferences in point of Retigron, only ows Religion can you reſolve without 
of the Written Word of Ghd > *, - the rittea, ord of God? And 

©__ "whether the written Word of God 
be a perfect Rule for Matters of Religion? © 

The firſt Part of ths Anti-query concludes in the Negative ; the latter 
Part in the Affirmative, aud affords (4 E ehink) this undemable Argu- 


ment, 
That which is the. auly pet, Rule ta all Chriſtians i in the greateſt, Matters 
EE Relſpion, and that wifſout imhich ew her Chinſt , ' tha. Church g,\ nor 
Chriſt igh Religion. cam be ew, $ the ny infallible! ule by which all 'Chpere- 
verfles In point of Retipion, are we reſolver} 
But the Holy Seriptures are the only perfeit Rule to all Chriſtians in the 
greateſk Matters of Religion.; aud that mithout which neither Chriſt, the 
Church, nor Chriſtian Religion can be kyown. 
| "Dro, Tho. - BbSchifttier aro plan orly iufattible Red by ——_ Contames- 


| os ty —_— " a TTY to be-reſaleed © 


rn 


Papiſt _ % * © Bapriſt [OPM — 


How know yaupreciſety.mnhat #. the ' Whether, ſome: Book muſt-not 
aud Hard of God? © ' *.. - of nece(ſity.ſpeak for it felt [.opbe 


received. for. God's Word upont its 
own, Evidence? ] and; whether, the Holy Scriptures do. not beſt deſerve 
that privilege 2. And; whathex it. be.not too. great, preſuwption.to ſay, 


There are.no Holy Books, - but, thals which you ;and we haverrgceived - 


far-ſuch, ſeeing thoſe which: we haye,, tell.us —_ were. 'othar . Holy 
Writings, which,neyer. yet came to our Hands, mor;to yours?! 


| & Foraſmuch 


Hear the Church. JL 


Foraſmuch as no Society of Chriſtians in theſe days can bear witneſs tothe 
truth of any thing upon their own knowledg, ſight, or hearing ( as the Apoſtles 
did, x John 1. 2 Pet.1.16. ) for ſcarce ſo much as ohe hnndred years, and 
thy their Teſtimony, alſo, being but of huntan Authority, it remuainetlyaf neceſſi- 
ty, that ſome Books of Record muſt be regeived upon the Authority *f the Au- 
thor, tn whoſe Name they ſpeak, and the Divine Evidence of the Matter con- 
tained in them; and hence we argue, the Suffitiency of the Sex ipeures own Au+ 
thorsty, to cutie our reception of them, ſpeaking to us in the Name of Godl, 

cartying im theinſelves Divine Evidences in reſpet of the matters therein” 
contamed, : 


| Papift Query 2. <  Bophif” Anti-query. 7: 


How now you that your Copies and What Copies and Tranſlations 
Tranſlations of the Bible, are the true of the Scriptures have yorſthar are 
Wird of God, fince the Original Wii= more true than ours? And where 
tings are not come to your Hands ? are the Original Manuſcripts -of 

the Prophets and Apoſtles ? 

Seeing it was not the Pleaſare of the Divomne Wiſlom, m» proſorot, and pre« 
ſent to all Navions, rhe very firſt Pieces of Paper im which the Divine Oracles 
were written ; but rather to preſerve many Copies, and cauſe them to be- ſpread 
throughout he IW/orld. And ſeeing no fort of Chriſtians dare pretend to have 
Tranſlated any of thoſe Copies by an infallible Pen, but only according to the 
beſt Skill they have acquired or learned in the Original Tongues ; 3 It would bet- 
fer becothie all Leartied Chriftians to bend their Minds to reftfie *( what they 
»ny ) any Impirfettion or Miſtake that may be itn any of the Tranſlations, ra- © 
#her than by fuch Dueries as this, to open a Gap 20 Unbelief and Irreligion. 

And thouph wack mhight be ſaid { by a caption Perſon ) againſt the Eng- 
liſh Tranſlation of the Papiſts, yor-to prevent vain Fangling, ive rifaſe #2 to 


| be vried in the Caſes depending mm theſe Queries. and Anti-queries, eichor by 


their Tranſlation of the Bible, orby that which * allowed by Authority 2 And 
ſeeing no Papiſt is able to produce the prime Originals, let them beware how 
they gaaevel with our Copies, teſt ſome quarrel with theirs : avMiſo inſterd of 


 Edifitation, they bring forth nothing but vain Contention : and ſhow themſelves 
- 4gratefid to God, and miſchievois 'to men. For what man of any Modeſty 
- would upbrasd another, becauſe he neory fats the Oripinal Writings, when mts 
- ther - Os nor ay than living rt" PL ds ever athens to fee them : 2 
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Papiſt Query 4 Bapnift Anti-query 4+ | 


Where we differ about the Senſe Þ When we differ about the true 
of the Ward, by whom muſt we be Church, or the Meaning of Au- 
tried? The dead Letter. cannot explain thors| be they Fathers, or Cormcils] by 
ie ſelf. | wham muſt we be tried? - Theſe 
| cannot ſpeak for themſelves, more,” 
than the Scriptures : And whether, the Scriptures being compared to- 
gether, do not explain themſelves? Alſo, whether this be not an op- 
probrious, and ignominious Speech, for you to call the Scripture a dead 
Letter > And whether the true Lovers of the Scriptures , ever vouch- 
faked them ſuch ill, and indeed improper Language ? | 

Of all the Seven Queries, this is the moſt difficuls ; ſee what we have ſaid 
to this Difficulty in our precedent Epiſtle. Let the Papiſts prove themſelves 
to be the true Church, and the Contention about the-Power of the Church to de- 
cide Differences which mays axgſe about the Meaning of the . Scriptures, will 
with more eaſe be brought to' a period, Tn the mean time, as we muſt every one 
give. an account of our ſelves to God, ſo it is the Duty of every Chriſtian to la- 
bour to underſtand the Seriptures, Mat. 24. 15. Pro. 22. 20,2. 


Papiſt Query 5: ' Baptiſt Anti =query 5. 


What clear Text have you out of Whether the Baptiſm of the 
the Scriptures, for the Proceſſion of the true Church be not Ore? And 
Holy Ghoft from the Father, and the Whether the one Baptiſm. be not 
Son? Or for changing the Sabbath expreſly found in the Scriptures ? 
from Saturday #0 Sunday ? Or for and whether the Scriptures do not 
_ probibiting Poligamy , or Infant- prohibit all Baptiſm of Water, be- 
Baptiſm ? And whether there be not fide that one? And whether the 
| & clear Texts to prove unwritten Papiſts have not confeſſed, in many 
Traditions, Purgatory, and the Re- of their Books, that Infant-Bapriſm 

al Preſence? is not found in, nor grounded up- 
WI on the Scripture ? And then, whe- 

ther it benot clear, that all the Texts, which ſpeak of Baptiſm in Wa-. 
ter, do prohibit Infaxe-Bapriſm? Alſo, whether John 15. 26. & 14- 
26. & 16, 7. be not clear Texts, that the Holy Spirit PR 
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Pear the Church, @<@ 
from the Father, and the Son? Alſo whether 1 Cor. 7. 1, 2, 3.do not - 
as much prohibit one Man for having two Wives, as one Woman for 
having two Husbands? - And, whether ir do not clearly prohibit the 
latter ? Alſo, whether there be any thathold the Firſt Day of the Week 
under the Notion of a Sabbath, among the Baptized Churches ; 
and yet whether there b2 not clear proof for the Religious Obſervati- 
on of it, As 29,7. I Cor. 16. 2. Alfo, whether, it be not abſurd for 
you toask for clear Texts, to prove unwritten things? Alfo whether 
Purgatory, and the Real Preſence, as you hold them, are not plainly 
deſtruftive to ſome Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: 


For, is not this the Faith of all ſound Chriſtians? 

I. That Almighty God does love ne Creature in thg. World, fo much as the 
Creature Man ;, nor does he take any Creature on Earth mts that nearneſs of 
Union with himſelf, as the Souls and Bodies of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved. 

2. That the fleſſed Body of Chriſt, after his Aſcenſion into Glory , admits of 
no Change, either by Addition to his Subſtance of his Fleſh, and Blood ; or 
Dimnution of any part thereof from either, ©. - 


Now it is moſt certain, that the Opiriion of the Real Preſence by 


Tranſubſtantiation of Bread and Wine into the very Body and Blood of 


Chriſt, God-Man;. doth evidently militate againſt theſe clear 'Truths, 
with the greatelt >ppolition, as will appear by theſe Conſiderations fol- 
lowing, | ... OS Mg es 


1. Though the Love of God to Mankind, eſpecially to all that ſhall 
be faved, is exceeding great ; yet it is certain, henever'died,nor ever 
will SO. take them into. Union with himſelf, AS to Trenſubſtantiate 
their Bodies into the Divine Subſtance of Chriſt, ' and ſo make their 
Fleſh of the fame Eflence with - himſelf, as he is God Bleſſed for 


EVER, * _ Eos 


And therefore it is inno wiſe to be believed , That God Almighty {6 
loves the Creatures, Bread and YFine, as to turn , or tranſubſtantiate the 
very Subſtance of them,into the very Subſtance of the only Son of. God, 
whom we believe to be of one St e with the Father. 
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"Fe + alf6 farther to be tonfidered, "That though the two Natures in 
Er, ; 7,e. the Divine, and Hamman, are wynited after an unſpeakable 
taanger ; yet no Chriſtian does believe, that God did *rayſabfanciate the 
Subſtance of the Humane Nature, into the Subſtance, of the Divine 
+: car and that the Forms of Fleſh and Blood only does remain. 
hes is it ar all credible that God ſhould Deifie the Creatures of 
Br and Witie, by cutting thein imo the Divine Eſſence, as well as 
Hitthait, tobe worſhipped with the hgh axe & of 
Þr. Witte $5- © Adration thich js proper to God himſef? Con, Trent. 
nopſ.Papiſcp.5'61. Seſſ. t 5. Cans. And the Words of Belarmin are very 
. Plain;God (faith he) 7s verily and truly tobe worſhipped, 
Mart. 4. Brit Chrift ## the Euchariſt, 1s very God, Ergo. 


"hit muth of che Fitſt Propvitton. And for the Second ; 


3. It is to'be confidered, 'Tharif the very Sobſtance of Bread and 
"Win be really tranſubſtantj ted, into the Subſtarite of Chriſt's Fleſh 
and' then they: do eithet retain that finite Subſtance of Chriſt's 
"for ever, of Uſe they ate after forthe tittie either armihffared, or 
d to Corruption But tb fay eſther of theft, is fladly to deny, or 
oppoſe expreſs Scripture, which. tells us, That the Fleſh of 
Ads 2.27. Chrift ſaw tio Cortuprion, andl that he tontinmeth ever. And 
b. 7.24 for the firſt, that Bread and Wine, after the Words af 
F220 Confberaden , fetflains for 'eves, of 'the Subſtatice of 
7 Cheltfs Real Body,” it is rio way: ertdible. For thetyrhe Body of Chyitc 
. muſt have received a mighty Augmentation ſince-its Aſcenſion. *-For, * 


Tf all the Bread which has been cotifectated for almoſt 1700 years, 


- hall be ſlip od dbadndened lace, At an CAS ance whole 
'Fleth of A it for | with 
a Mountain. phe wer ity © , Which hath'been 


. conſecrated” for 'the 7 the, were Mor to be tolkeed 
( as ſure all the Blood of ; ed remains in his Body, being intpoſfible 
to be ſhed ſince he went into Heaven) it might compare with. a conſi+ 
"% hon hls wil Bur both rhele art fo vety abſtrl, that 


tion, which necaſarlly ecellerly inkers thicRgtnd nurty tiore-Ab- 


aMitm thin ; hd thereforethat D6@ine _ 4 
ns 6 y 0 aezs to be Tetra d of 
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Hear the Church. 


If the Papifts ſhall reply, and ſay, That though the Bread and Wine 
be really turred into the. Fleſh and Blood, Body, Soul, and 
of Chriſt, yer it B not neeeſfary that they readain ſo/ for tyef ; I 
earneſtly deſire them to ſhew us what becomes of it then ? And I ask 
"whether by ſuch nt do not make the' Real 'and Glorious Body 
of Chriſt the moſt 'in Heaven and Earth, being,accordi 
to this Cl pls y made, and ng a days 
that in a choufind places arbat yok day? 


If any (who are litle acquamted' with the Dofrine of th cofent 
Church of Rome ) ſhall queſtion whether they do indeed hold fo groſs 
an Error, as-to-teach,-thg the Bread and Wine.in, the Eachariſt is turn- 
ed into the very Subſtance of the Divine Nature of Chriſt, as well as 
his Humane Nature ; he may ſee it: fully afferted. by a Learned hpi 
in a certain Carechiſa, entituled, 4 Abridgment to Chriſtian Doftrine 
Wants Printed at Doway,/ r66 8s Page 1949 196; in py 

. $i; 


"Queſt, Wh 5s the Bhs Enokarg "Oy 


Aaſw, Ie is'the! Boch and. Bload of Folie chit; true God, and true ”_ | 
Ju np under” rhe ontivard} Farms of Bread 


: and Wii, ht ys This Cech is Print. © 
| TEAS OED 
W | 
| Queſt wha mon is Chrif preſens under Fine get of the "Engliſ 
En; | Colledge at Domdy: 
nf Bythe tai and Real Prbace of kiv Divice and Hatan Ne 
rates. amb: nat! | duly, as fone} yoold! have it; God. in. Mercy 


| opentha exat:ok, all that are thus blinded with the Dodtrine of Traub 
- hattindion';;: which Hord: Errifubltaritiatidry ther Papilts'confels- is mot - 
node fnpion Gs Wi « | 
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| | Papiſt Query 6. 
Whether Univerſality bath for time 


\and place, 'be not an evident Mark, of - 
the true Church 2 


_ .Papiſt Query 7. 


*Hoether-y0u have really this Mark? 


- that is, whether you can fetch out of 
our Religion ; in particular you are 
deſired to name but one, or two in the 
firſt ſix hnndred years after Chriſt © of 
your Profeſſion ;, far example, ſuch as 


* held the © ſole ſufficiency of Scripture - 


For the deciding Controverſies, and de- 
" ied the Latfulneſs and:Oſefulneſs of 
| few Bevin Þ:i «5 


and. *Nations, Profeſſors ' of * 


Baptiſt Anti-query G. 


What Church can you name 
-thathach that Mark? Ard whether 
the Woman ' which St. Foln faw 
( called Myſtery Bablyon) be not 
meant of Rome ? and whether her Cup was not univerſally reccived, 
10 that all Nations. were made Drunk thereby ? 


Baptift Anti-query 7. 


Whether "any mancan ſhew thi y 
Mark, as it 1s here called for, 
without the help of Human Hiſto- 

ry ? and wh Human Hiſto- 
7 be infallibly true, fo as to be a 

for Divine Faith? 'and 
whether thoſe Human Records 


which concerned Chriſtian Religi- 


on for the firſt three hundred years 
after Chriſt were not the moſt of 
theni burat by the Perſecutors of 


' Chriftians?. and ' whether thoſe 


which remain ia not tos much altered ? and whether they are not 
in many things contradiftory ? Alſo,whether Infant-Baptiſm was ſo much 
as heard of 1n the firſt Century, and then how ſhould any be named 
"which denied the uſefulneſs'v of:ir_in-this Age? And whether the firſt 
- clear mention of it be'tot from Terrallian? and whether the Learned do. 
- not- confeſs that he oppoſed it inithe third Century as an #rrationa/ and. un- 
warrantable Cuſtom >: Alfo, whether that Church, whoſe manner of admit- 
ting Perſons into her Communion, her Conſtitution and Government, 
are according to the Scriptures, Mart.28.19,2.0. Heb. 6.1,2, &©c. benot 


"the true Church of Chriſt» 


5! | And whether the Baptized Churches '{commonly called Anab 
do = excel in theſe Particulars, all other Churches w 
Ever 


Of 


as ha, See 3g "aches ates ; - 
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- 


- Of all the Marks of the hes Þ much 1 ood wi » by. ch&-Pj... 
pit, this of Antiquity leads,” and indeed. jt is of that. 1 imp! Ortance,” "= : 


they 'fail of this Mark-chey-are like tomifs al} thereſt, and that the 
= al of the beſt Antiquity, inthe 'caſe' of their Baptiſm ( withous 
which they can have no trye Church} will with much caſe be _ <6 
evident. : . bg Or | as 2 oE. 


” x. Becavle by Hicks Avi © Con fant Bape (which } is- 5. the 
Baptiſm of the preſent Roman-Church ) is not, grounded upon the Scri- 
pture. ' Here they fail of Scriprure-Antiquity, which is the beſt. 


' 2. Becauſe they have not one Credible Witneſs for la Bape, x1 


in the firſt Century after Chriſt.. 


2 Becauſe it is acknowledged by. Se? that they have =, -4 A 


ged the manner of the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm from hs to a. lit- 
tle Sprinkling, which indeed is no Beoprifin | 


' Whereas on the contrary, the beſt Antiquity is as clear fro our fs 
tiſm | 5. e. Believers Baptiſm ] as the light of the Sun, many thouſands 
of Believers being Baptized by Fohn Baptiſt, and more. by Chriſt ( or 
his appointment 5 Fobn 2. 2.3. & 4- 1. three thouſand Believers Bapti- 
z&d in one day, A. 2. 40. And multitudes of Believers being Bap- 
tized in every Age fince the, Inſtitution, of Baptiſin, yea all the Antjens 
Fathers for the firſt three hundred: years, ( if not for the firſt fix hun» 
dred years) after Chriſt were Baptized Believers, fo that I ſhouly think 
the Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt our Church in the Caſe of Bap- 
tiſm, whether we conſider the ag Manner, End and Uſe of | rp | 

Apetin, Whereas, | 


 Theonly WitneG which is DING bs my Learned | Adrerfiry for 
the firſt Century is Diomſius the Areopagrte, mentioned, A&s. 1 7» 34- 
Who is faid to ſpeak thus, in a Book entituled Eccleſ Hierarch. cule.. 
The Cuſtoms of ous Mother the Church in Baptizing Children is not to be con- 
temmed, nor to be judged ſu ho nor indeed to be Toy i it were not.an 
paſs Tradition, I | «1. [* 


\ Truly this Author baks not ke a Man that was ſatisfied in” this. I 3 
Point = | Infant Baptiſm, and ſuch i is the tainneſs of his yo | 
; H m 
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Sl "OF. ſeſpiian -upon 
gt not" kriow what to'fay,” nor whereof to-affirm, /bur-leaying 


ned have LY YOON this: Book Eceefe Hirarob.” * 


. Ko 
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£ "Fiſt They put it down i in the Ca 
2X; L.- Ceres, a : Haphſ Geyer at "1 Oe «dt 


Beafor 7 ny, 4s bb! ; YA" $139 14 ITY g 115 
r. Becauſe h& never makes. mention- of St. Bail in thar Bodk, wha 


was the happy Inftrument by whom Oiagh Tus was converted: Lows 
yet ha'extolls: Hi2jorhius as his Maſter. 


logue of Forged Welkinos, 


þ Becayſe h -wriges of raany Orders of Pop Prieſt Ny) Monks, 
of which the'H1 Ape fad” none. | 


3. Fuſebius and' rams | in their. Catalogues never. make mention: 
FE Book. _ And Gregory the Greap Gow ds bl was not written. PP 


ade AC: LOL 
efron {(14:778 A KC 3 > 3d\<;,1 4. 3: (en 00ens7" " | 
= þ "Mir:chs fark ren very conſiderable Reaſons, hy this Book Was 
written long after the Death . of Diomfius, one is this, The Author 
— _ of the DiſtinQion of the Dnire, and the Church: whereas (faith 
ke) th ie Chriſtians had” no ſack Churches an hundred-years after Dromy- 
AS rirqe. | THis, Author thetefore will fiever bear {o-'great "a weight; 
4t0 oy. Iifanr Bapriſtn'ro have been: either tavght or-piactifed by 
the Apoſtles. | 
"Being thus found deftitore of all Wnriquity- in the firſt. Age, -let us: 
hear what one of 2 heir own Chronegraphers tells. us- concerning” "both the- 
beginning of Infant-Baptiſm and the want of any Evidence for _Difant-Ba- 
Pf, in this: N4#41 til more then three hundred-years after Chriſt. © | 
© _*F Robert Fabianga Papiſt,” in; his Chron! paje 5 c 11 8: fol. Yog: tells! 
"Us, the Faith bad endured in Brittain from. the 'time of Lucius (the firſt 
Kr "Chriſtian King in Britain ) near upon #58" ſeaſon-of 
b- he preſent Baptized! ' Four himdred' years," and odd, and; then in'the; next" 
tlio th : old nel. Chapter he gives account. of Augnfthi the” Morik> 
ion. at..leaft 'in) the.., COMINg, into England, and how he prevailed ry 
| bein Sacred Bapri” ſome* Fig 7 to obſerye'his Ofdets. © |. 
" * 'hO7;: he L. Bur for all er, were of Hhems 
"Eu 
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' man/ that” reads him, . 
_ DE to oinlecf the Word: as he pleat, ws- wil hear what x the 


ritten 77 Digi 5 Tir 


w4t {aid that, abey 1 
| inued, joicheut the | 
g ed a Sod, #4 the. ou ang | 
| nd orders gor.. 


Sa % 
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wherefore they were wrund and-diſdained pr and —_ WES $6 ; by ts his 
Then he ſaid to them, Since ye will not aſſent to my Heſts gra, ont 4" 


me efpecially, in three things. 


The firſt is, That you keep Eaſter Day in due Form and Time, at Ut 45 Ons -\Þ* & A 


dained, * | 
The Second, That yeg give e Chriſtendom tc to Children. = 


. And the Third is, That ye Preach unto the Angliſh the Vord fe God as Þ © 
ehrevime have exhorted you: and all the other Deale I mill ſuffer you to 8o_ Y 
amend, and reform among your ſelves. But they would not thereof. , —Y 

From this Paſlage it is very evident, that Infant-Baptiſm came not bo 

.into this Nation till about four hundred years. after the Goſpel was: .. * 
of thirſt Received here ; and therefore the Papiſts muſt nceds fail of 
s Antiquity here, and. muſt, (if they wi _ right) give place to 
the Baptized Believers, not okly in'the Believers-Baptiſm, but 
alſo in reſpect of the denial of Baptiſm ws aſh, ſeeing theſe ſeven. vo 
. Biſhops, and the wiſeſt Men of Banger withſtood Auguſtine the Monk, YA 
in that point then, as we withſtand the Papiſts in that point now. " 

And as we have ſuffered many hard things, even to the burning of 
our Bodies in Smithfield, for bearing witneſs to the Ancient and True 

. . Baptiſm of Chriſt, even fo it fared very ill with thoſe that withſtood: 
| Infant-Baptiſm, &c. in the Days of Auſtin ;, for Fabian relates how they 
were many hundreds of them murdered ; and Mr. Fox ſeems to lay: 
the Fault upon: Auſtin, I conclude with theſe two ſhort Arguments,” 


BILE, I. The preſent Church of Rome cannot poſſ bly. prove her ſelf to be the 
. true Churchof Chriſt ; Ergo, the preſent Church of Rome 73s net the true Church 


p of Chriſt. 
P Z. The. 
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